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(* Indicates standing if possible) 
 

HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE – This facility is equipped with a 

hearing assistance system.  Please ask one of our ushers for a receiver. 
 

Please turn off cell phones!  Phones set on “vibrate” still interfere with our audio 

equipment and may cause feedback.  Thank you! 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

PRELUDE:                                 Organist --- Heather Edwards-Wilson 
 

SINGSPIRATION 
 

        “Come and Find the Quiet Center” ....………. FWS, #2128 

        “All Who Hunger” ………………………….. FWS, #2126 

        “Because He Lives” ………………………… UMH, #364 
 

INTROIT:      “Oculi omnium” --- Chancel Choir 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                   
Leader: Come now to worship with thankful hearts. 

People: God is merciful and always comes to us with compassionate 

              justice. 

Leader: Come now to the table of our Lord, with grateful hearts. 

People: God is loving and always comes to us with forgiveness and 

              mercy. 

Leader: Come to this place and know that we may lay down our 

             troubles and our burdens. 

People: God is forgiving and always cares for us; may we learn to 

             offer all to the living God. 

All: Holy God, thank you for your unmistakable presence!  

       With our senses and our minds, we delight in the gift of life! 

        We honor you with attentive listening and we eagerly wait for 

        your voice now. 
 

*HYMN:          “I Surrender All”          UMH, #354 



 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF GRATITUDE AND DESIRE 

Most holy God! We thank you for stamping your image upon us, for 

endowing us with minds to ponder your will and hearts that are restless 

until they find rest in loving obedience to you.  We pray now for the 

gift of your Spirit to empower us in the celebration of the sacrament of 

Jesus’ presence -- then, now, and at His return in glory. Let this 

common bread and this fruit of the lowly vine become for us reminders 

of His broken body and spilled blood. As the night advances, deepen in 

us a sense of your steadfast love for us in Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. 

Tonight may we be prepared to greet Easter with a sense of awe and a 

renewed commitment to a new life in you.  Amen. 
 

SILENT MEDITATION AND THE WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 

*HYMN:        “More Like You”        FWS, #2167 
 

EPISTLE LESSON:     1 Corinthians 11: 23 - 26     (p. 1784) 
23 

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: 

The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 
24 

and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is 

my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 
25 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you 

drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
26 

For whenever you eat this 

bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until 

he comes. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL LESSON:         John 13: 1 – 17, 34 - 35    (p. 1673)   

It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the 

hour had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. 

Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them 

to the end. 
2 
The evening meal was in progress, and the devil 

had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to 

betray Jesus. 
3 
Jesus knew that the Father had put all things 

under his power, and that he had come from God and was 

returning to God; 
4 
so he got up from the meal, took off his 

outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 
5 
After 

that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his 

disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped 

around him. 
6 
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, 

are you going to wash my feet?” 
7 
Jesus replied, “You do not 

realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 
8 
“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus 

answered, “Unless I wash you,you have no part with me.”  

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

9 
“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my 

hands and my head as well!” 
10 

Jesus answered, “Those who 

have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body 

is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 
11 

For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why 

he said not every one was clean. 
12 

When he had finished 

washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his 

place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he 

asked them. 
13 

“You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly 

so, for that is what I am. 
14 

Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, 

have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s 

feet. 
15 

I have set you an example that you should do as I have 

done for you. 
16 

Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than 

his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent 

him. 
17 

Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if 

you do them. 
34 

“A new command I give you: Love one 

another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 
35 

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 

love one another.” 
 

FOOT AND HAND WASHING 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT 

Servant Lord, in Scripture you teach us how to love and serve, not just 

through words, but through your life of servanthood.  Jesus, our Lord 

and Teacher, may we also follow your example, serving you and others 

by sharing your love.  Show us how to wear a servant’s towel.  Use us 

to meet the deep needs of those near and far.  Help us not to be afraid 

of getting messy, but to risk our own time and energy for the sake of 

following your call.  When others serve us, may we accept their gifts 

with grace.  We commit ourselves to your service, and ask all of these 

things in your name.  Amen. 
 

ANTHEM:            “In monte Oliveti” --- Chancel Choir 
 

HOMILY:             “Holy Comm-Union with Christ” 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:       From 1 Timothy      UMH, #889         
 

OFFERING OF GIFTS AND SELF  
 

OFFERTORY      “Teóe noem” --- Chancel Choir 
 

*DOXOLOGY:    UMH, #95 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

We rejoice that we are able to love, O God, because you first loved us. 

May these gifts be used by your church as agents of your love, 

compassion and justice, that we might provide for our neighbors' needs 

with more than bread alone, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
________________________ 

 

 

 

 



HOLY COMMUNION:       
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Blessed are you, our Alpha and Omega, 

 whose strong and loving arms encompass the universe,  

 for with your eternal Word and Holy Spirit you are forever one God. 

Through your Word you created all things and called them good,  

 and in you we live and move and have our being. 

When we fell into sin, you did not desert us. 
 

You made covenant with your people Israel  

 and spoke through prophets and teachers. 

In Jesus Christ your Word became flesh and dwelt among us,  

 full of grace and truth. 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 

 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth  

are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He who  

comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Holy are you, and blessed is Jesus Christ, who called you Abba, Father. 

As a mother tenderly gathers her children, 

 you embraced a people as your own 

 and filled them with a longing for a peace that would last and  

for a justice that would never fail. 

In Jesus’ suffering and death you took upon yourself our sin and death  

and destroyed their power for ever. 

You raised from the dead this same Jesus, 

 who now reigns with you in glory, 

 and poured upon us your Holy Spirit, 

making us the people of your new covenant. 
 



On the night before meeting with death, Jesus took bread, 

 gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to His disciples, and said: 

“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

When the supper was over, Jesus took the cup, 

 gave thanks to you, gave it to the disciples, and said: 

“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,  

poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,  

we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 

 as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s 

 offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts,  

that in the breaking of this bread and the drinking of this wine 

 we may know the presence of the living Christ 

 and be renewed as the body of Christ for the world, 

 redeemed by Christ’s blood. 

As the grain and grapes, once dispersed in the field, 

 and now united on this table in bread and wine, 

so may we and all your people be gathered from every time and place  

into the unity of your eternal household 

 and feast at your table forever. 
 

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever.   

Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 



BREAKING THE BREAD AND OFFERING THE CUP: 
Because there is one loaf, we who are many, are one body, for we all share from the 

one loaf.  The bread that we break is a sharing in Christ’s body.  The cup that we 

are thankful for is a sharing in the blood of Christ.  

 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP: 
The Lord’s table is open to all who wish to receive God’s grace.  There are three 

stations.  As you prepare to receive communion, please form a line as directed by 

the ushers; one in the center aisle and one in the chapel.  Gluten free wafers are 

available in the center aisle.  The kneeling rail is available for those who wish to 

kneel or stand.  Please receive the bread and dip the end in the cup to receive.  

Children are welcome, under parents’ supervision.  Once you have received, you 

may return to your seat in prayer. 
 

If you are unable to come forward, please inform the usher so that the elements may 

be brought to you.  (We offer both regular bread, and wafers that are free of gluten, 

dairy, wheat, and corn.  Also, we commune with grape juice so that all, including 

children, can receive.) 

 

COMMUNION ANTHEM:     “Als Jesus Christus in der Nacht”  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: 

We are grateful for the gracious invitation to your table, O Lord.  No 

other meal sates our hunger, quenches our thirst and fills our hearts 

the way your banquet does.  Fill us with your Spirit and empower us 

to share the good news of the gospel through our words and actions so 

those who don't know you will learn that you are the bread of life and 

the living water.  We look forward to the day your kingdom is 

fulfilled so no one suffers from hunger or thirst.  Amen. 
 

*HYMN:     “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”      FWS, #2171 
 

*STRIPPING OF THE CHURCH  
 

At this time the altar will be cleared and candles removed.  As the lights are 

dimmed, you are asked to leave the sanctuary in silence. 

 

*GOING FORTH IN SILENCE  



 

………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

Portions of this service were taken or adapted from “Fresh Winds of the Spirit” and “The 

United Methodist Book of Worship”. 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

SERVING TODAY 
   Lay Speaker --- Beth Ann Graf 

   Ushers --- Charles Bornschein, Keith Bowes, Jim Pennise 

   Foot Washers --- Soon Bowes, Marilee Drisgula 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT  
 

Please join us for the following services:   
 

   April 19 Good Friday      7:30 p.m. 

   April 21 Easter Morning 

  Sunrise Service at Lake Ronkonkoma Park  6:30 a.m. 

  Easter Worship Services at Church  9:15 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 


