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VISION STATEMENT OF THE NY ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
THE NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE THROUGH THE GRACE OF GOD EMBODIES THE 

BELOVED COMMUNITY OF HOPE, BUILDING UP A HEALTHY BODY OF CHRIST, WITH HEART-
WARMED UNITED METHODISTS IN MISSION FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD. 

 
VISION STATEMENT OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF LAKE RONKONKOMA 

WE ARE THE CHURCH AT FIVE CORNERS SPREADING THE “LIGHT OF CHRIST” 
FROM OURSELVES TO THE COMMUNITY AND THE WORLD. 

 

 

Join us on February 18th for  
Ash Wednesday Service at 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

During the Lenten season, Pastor Pak 

will be offering Early Morning Prayer 

on Monday mornings during the month of March in 

addition to our regular Wednesday 

Morning Prayer Group.  Please join 

us at 7:00 AM in the Sanctuary.  

Mondays will include a special 

program, “Music and Spirituality”, 

led by Dr. Seong Ae Kim.  Please 

mark your calendars.  Join us!    

 Mondays:  March 2, 9, 16, 23  

 Wednesdays:  March 4, 11, 18, 25 

 



Special Lenten Program 

You are invited to attend a  

“Dinner and a Movie”.  

 on Saturday, February 28
th

 at 5:00 p.m.   

Enjoy a delicious potluck dinner  

followed by the movie  

“God’s Not Dead”. 
 

 

(Please mark your calendars – we will be hosting another  

“Dinner and a Movie” on Saturday, March 28th.) 
 

 

 

DRIVER SAFETY WORKSHOP TO BE OFFERED 

A Driver Safety Workshop by Defensive Driving 

First Corp will be held at our church.  The class 

will be on June 6, 2015 at 9:00 AM.  The cost is 

$35.00.  A light Breakfast and a light Lunch will 

be provided. 

Save money on your vehicle insurance with 

completion of this course.   

A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in Hertlin 

Hall or you can RSVP to the church office at  

631-588-5856.    
 

http://www.imdb.com/media/rm1946144768/tt2528814?ref_=tt_ov_i


 

 

COVENANT DISCIPLE GROUP 

I am about to reactivate and invite all who feel led, to join us in an original John Wesley Class 
Meeting, better known as “Covenant Disciple”.  This is a group of people who get together on a 
monthly basis and hold each other accountable in their daily Christian walk.  It includes topics of 
compassion and service, sin, justice issues, your devotional life, church worship and weekly pledge.  
Each person gets to briefly share these areas of their journey, and then feedback and some helpful 
suggestions and encouragement are given by the rest of the group.  Previously, we met faithfully for 
about 15 years.  At one point in time the group ended, but is now showing interest in gathering 
together as John Wesley had taught us to do as Methodists.  Those who were accountable through 
the years showed continued spiritual growth in their lives.  The group demonstrates fully how to walk 
the talk.  I’m excited as I write about this and hope you will be joining us.  It is open to both men and 
women.  We will begin by meeting at church on Tuesday, March 31, 2015, at 7:30 PM in Hertlin 
Hall.  Then we will be meeting there the last Tuesday of every month thereafter.  Hope to see 
you all.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at 981-9496 or email me at 
hejo@optonline.net.   

In Service to the Lord, 
Joan Schmidt  

mailto:hejo@optonline.net


 

 

 

 

The United Methodist Women had a wonderful January meeting made so by 

Eileen Torraca’s special program, some of which is discussed in this issue of 

the Good News.  Eileen is very inspirational as she exudes her belief in what 

she is saying.  We were all motivated to take charge of our lives and move 

closer to be the person God knows each is destined to be.  Thank you so 

much, Eileen! 
 

UMW won’t be holding a meeting in February as we are sponsoring a one-day 

retreat in the Maude Adams House at the Cenacle in Ronkonkoma on 

Saturday, February 7.  The program is:   
 

 

HURRY AND WORRY: ENEMIES OF A WOMAN’S SOUL –  
A DAY OF SPIRITUAL RENEWAL FOR WOMEN 

 

 

Arrival time is 9:30 a.m., coffee and cake upon arrival, with a deli lunch at 

12:30, and the retreat will conclude at 4 p.m.  Retreat fee for church members 

is $25, which includes a deli lunch (gluten-free and other diets can be 

accommodated; let us know).  If you wish to bring a friend, her fee will be $50.  

Sign –up now as the Cenacle can only accommodate 25 ladies.   
 

Questions:   Catherine Carlson- 656-9678, 

   Diane Hatton-981-8690. 
 

 

Our next meeting will be March 9 and we need a few good women to hostess. 

 



 



MARTHA'S PLACE THRIFT SHOP  
 

JANUARY HAS BEEN A LITTLE SLOW BUT COMING ALONG OKAY AS LONG 
AS WE HAVE NO SNOW DAYS BECAUSE WE WOULD BE CLOSED.  LAST 
YEAR AT THIS TIME WE WERE COVERED IN SNOW, SO WE ARE PRAYING 
FOR A CALMER WINTER THAN LAST YEAR. 

 
WE ARE HOPING FOR A VOLUNTEER ONE DAY PER WEEK TO 
COVER THE DESK ON FRIDAYS WHILE MILLIE IS RECOVERING 
FROM HER ILLNESS.  DOROTHY SCHIAVONE IS HAPPY TO 
COVER FOR HER AT PRESENT, BUT DOROTHY HAS OTHER 
RESPONSIBILITIES AS WELL AS HER VOLUNTEER DUTIES.  
PLEASE THINK ABOUT THIS AND LET ME KNOW IF YOU COULD 
BE THERE FROM 10 A.M. TO 2 P.M. ON SOME FRIDAYS. 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED DONATIONS AS WE WOULDN'T BE IN BUSINESS 
WITHOUT THEM!!! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Marilee Drisgula and all volunteers 
 

 

You’re Invited!  Please Join Us! 

The church is hosting a Corned Beef and Cabbage 

Luncheon after service on Sunday, March 15th.  This 

luncheon is open to all free of charge.  This gathering is 

the time to develop a new set of goals and expectations 

for our church.  Bring your ideas, suggestions, and 

critiques you’ve had and let’s put them on paper to 

discuss all the possibilities in every aspect for our 

church (Worship, Community Service, Missions, 

Youth, Music, Fellowship, etc.).  Please come with 

positive attitudes and concrete suggestions. 

  ~ The Vision Committee  



 

 

 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
     These names are offered each month as an opportunity  
     to extend to our friends and loved ones the love of Christ  
     on these special days and to express our thanks for the  
     gift of their presence in our midst. 
 

     If you would like to be on our birthday list, call the church  
     office at 588-5856 and we will gladly add your name.  
 

3 Catherine Shick 

3 Wade Gagliano 

7 Jean McNeill 

7 Jessica Alessi 

9 Cheryle Otto 

10 Helen Mulvihill 

15 Conner Tracey 

19 Gregory Olivotti, Jr. 

21 Ann Schildt 

22 Barbara Brown 

24 Janet Baumann 

24 Tessa Tom 

28 Donna VanSicklin 

28 Ralph Vcelka 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Join the Quilting Club on Fridays 

from 1:30 PM – 4:00 PM.   

All skill levels welcome! 
 

 

Do you enjoy playing games? 

Join us for Game Night on Friday, 

February 20th at 7:00 p.m. 

Bring your favorite game or play 

one brought by others. 

All adults are welcome to attend. 

 

“Mommy and Me” Music Class!   
This is a new, free evening program for young children (ages 0-5) and their caregivers.  

Fridays at 6:00 p.m. join us for a Christian music class led by our organist (certified Music 

Together teacher) Heather Edwards-Wilson.  Church members and non-church members 

are invited.  Please speak to Heather or email her at hw322@nyu.edu with any questions or 

to sign up.   
 

A fun night for everyone!! 

mailto:hw322@nyu.edu


 

The Law of the Garbage Truck 

How often do you let other people’s nonsense change 
your mood?  Do you let a bad driver, rude waiter, curt 
boss, or an insensitive employee ruin your day?  Unless 
you’re the Terminator, you’re probably set back on your 
heels.  However, the mark of your success is how quickly 
you can refocus on what’s important in your life. 

Sixteen years ago I learned this lesson.  And I learned it 
in the back of a New York City taxi cab.  Here’s what 
happened. 

I hopped in a taxi, and we took off for Grand Central Station.  We were driving in 
the right lane when all of a sudden, a black car jumped out of a parking space 
right in front of us.  My taxi driver slammed on his brakes, the car skidded, the 
tires squealed, and at the very last moment our car stopped just one inch from the 
other car’s back-end. 

I couldn’t believe it.  But then I couldn’t believe what happened next.  The driver of 
the other car, the guy who almost caused a big accident, whipped his head around 
and he started yelling bad words at us.  How do I know?  Ask any New Yorker, 
some words in New York come with a special face.  And he even threw in a one 
finger salute!  I couldn’t believe it! 

But then here’s what really blew me away.  My taxi driver just smiled and waved at 
the guy.  And, I mean, he was friendly.  So, I said, “Why did you just do that!?  
This guy could have killed us!”  And this is when my taxi driver told me what I now 
call, “The Law of the Garbage Truck®.”  He said: 

“Many people are like garbage trucks.  They run around full of garbage, full of 
frustration, full of anger, and full of disappointment.  As their garbage piles up, 
they look for a place to dump it.  And if you let them, they’ll dump it on you.  So 
when someone wants to dump on you, don’t take it personally.  Just smile, wave, 
wish them well, and move on.  Believe me.  You’ll be happier.”  

So I started thinking, how often do I let Garbage Trucks run right over me?  And 
how often do I take their garbage and spread it to other people at work, at home, 
or on the street?  It was then that I said, “I don’t want their garbage and I’m not 
going to spread it anymore.” 



 

I began to see Garbage Trucks.  Like in the movie “The Sixth Sense,” the little boy 
said, “I see Dead People.”  Well now “I see Garbage Trucks.”  I see the load 
they’re carrying.  I see them coming to dump it.  And like my taxi driver, I don’t 
take it personally; I just smile, wave, wish them well, and I move on. 

One of my favorite football players of all time was Walter Payton.  Every day on 
the football field, after being tackled, he would jump up as quickly as he hit the 
ground.  He never dwelled on a hit.  Payton was ready to make the next play his 
best.  Over the years the best players from around the world in every sport have 
played this way:  Muhammad Ali, Nadia Comaneci, Bjorn Borg, Chris Evert, 
Michael Jordan, Jackie Robinson, and Pele are just some of those players.  And 
the most inspiring leaders have lived this way:  Nelson Mandela, Mother Theresa, 
Gandhi, and Martin Luther King. 

See, Roy Baumeister, a psychology researcher from Florida State University, 
found in his extensive research that you remember bad things more often than 
good things in your life.  You store the bad memories more easily, and you recall 
them more frequently. 

So the odds are against you when a Garbage Truck comes your way.  But when 
you follow The Law of the Garbage Truck®, you take back control of your life.  
You make room for the good by letting go of the bad. 

The best leaders know that they have to be ready for their next meeting.  The best 
sales people know that they have to be ready for their next client.  And the best 
parents know that they have to be ready to greet their children with hugs and 
kisses, no matter how many garbage trucks they might have faced that day.  All of 
us know that we have to be fully present, and at our best for the people we care 
about. 

The bottom line is that successful people do not let Garbage 
Trucks take over their lives. 

What about you?  What would happen in your life, starting 
today, if you let more garbage trucks pass you by? 

Here’s my bet:  You’ll be happier. 

 

 

 



Great food and fun was had by all at the Mission Committee’s 

“Winterfest Dinner” on Saturday, January 17th. 
 

 



Following are some of the delicious recipes served at “Winterfest”. 
 
 
This recipe is shared by Rosemarie Heiserer. 

 

 
 



This recipe is shared by Catherine Carlson. 
 

 
 
 



    Looking Ahead to Coming Events... 

 

March 6  District Youth Movie Night  7:00 PM Please see Lisa Eger for further information. 

March 15  Corned Beef & Cabbage Luncheon  after service   

March 20  Game Night    7:00 PM 

March 22  Youth Sunday    10:00 AM 

March 27 – 29  Ignite Youth Retreat at Quinipet   Please see Lisa Eger for further information. 

March 28  Dinner and a Movie Night  5:00 PM 

April 2   Holy Thursday Service   7:30 PM 

April 3   Good Friday Service   7:30 PM 

April 5   Easter Sunday    
    Sunrise Service  6:15 AM at Lake Ronkonkoma Park 
    Church Services  9:15 AM & 11:00 AM 

April 17  Game Night    7:00 PM 

April 17 – 19  District Youth Retreat at Quinipet   Please see Lisa Eger for further information. 

April 26  Fashion Show    After service 

May 2   Spring Festival & Quilt Show  10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

May 13  Confirmation Rehearsal & Dinner  

May 15  Game Night    7:00 PM 

May 17  Confirmation Sunday   10:00 AM 

June 6   Defensive Driving Workshop  9:00 AM 

June 14  Nettie Baker Day, Recognition Sunday 10:00 AM 

June 19  Game Night    7:00 PM 

July 17   Game Night    7:00 PM 

August 21  Game Night    7:00 PM 

September 12  Grand Fall Auction   Viewing at 11:00 AM, Bidding at 12:00 PM 

September 18  Game Night    7:00 PM 

October 3  Pumpkin Delivery Day   9:00 AM 



 

 



 

 



 





 

 


