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VISION STATEMENT OF THE NY ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
THE NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE THROUGH THE GRACE OF GOD EMBODIES THE 

BELOVED COMMUNITY OF HOPE, BUILDING UP A HEALTHY BODY OF CHRIST, WITH HEART-
WARMED UNITED METHODISTS IN MISSION FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD. 

 
VISION STATEMENT OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF LAKE RONKONKOMA 

WE ARE THE CHURCH AT FIVE CORNERS SPREADING THE “LIGHT OF CHRIST” 
FROM OURSELVES TO THE COMMUNITY AND THE WORLD. 

 

 



 



 

 

Another year has passed and we are now celebrating Valentine’s Day so we hope 

you have something special planned!!! 

We got off to a shaky start after Christmas Vacation with a snow storm on 

Saturday the 7
th

 of January, so we lost a work day having only started 

back on the 6
th

.  However, we made some good sales the next week. 

While we were closed, Bill Wahl did some painting to freshen up our 

desk area and bathroom.  Then, Doug Filipowich replaced a much 

needed bathroom cabinet and put a new cover on the heating vent.  

Many thanks fellas!!! 

I want to thank Helen Morley for filling in for Helen Foy who has been 

in Florida since September and now Helen M. is leaving for Florida for 

2-3 months in February.  Many thanks to both ladies who came to the 

rescue to work as cashiers.  Now we are prayerful that another 

volunteer will come to the rescue again!!! 

Oh, I forgot to mention that Walter Schroeder took new toys, games and puzzles to a 

drop-off at Friendly's for Long Island disadvantaged children.  These were new items 

that were put aside for such a mission. 

In God’s service, 

Marilee Drisgula and all volunteers 

 

 

Game Night! 
All adults are welcome to join us  

for Game Night on Friday, February 17
th

  

at 7:00 p.m. at church.   

  Enjoy a night out filled  

with fun and fellowship! 

 



 
 

MYF Happenings 
 

February 

 1st – MYF meeting 6:15-7:30 (Baker Hall) 

 8th – MYF meeting 6:15-7:30 (Baker Hall) 

 12th – 2nd Annual Scout Sunday @ 10am service (wear scout uniform or MYF shirt) 

 15th – MYF meeting 6:15-7:30 (Baker Hall)  

 22nd – No MYF meeting (February Break) 
 

March 

 1st – MYF meeting 6:15-7:30 (Baker Hall) **Ash Wednesday – 7:30pm service 

 8th - MYF meeting 6:15-7:30 (Baker Hall) 

 15th – MYF meeting 6:15-7:30 (Baker Hall) 

 22nd  – MYF meeting 6:15-7:30 (Baker Hall) 

 24th – Journey, Cross & Crucifixion @ Holy Cross, Nesconset ($5 donation) 
 29th – MYF meeting 6:15-7:30 (Baker Hall)  

 31st – April 2nd – District Retreat @ Quinipet 

 

 

 

The UMM Winter Retreat will be held February 3 – 5 

at Quinipet on Shelter Island.  Interested men can 

contact Keith Bowes (631-585-5634) or Dennis 

Subbiondo (631-846-7809) for details.   



 

 

 

 

We will be having the Super Bowl Bake Sale on Super Bowl Sunday, February 5. 

Even if your team loses, you’ll be a winner with a great dessert.  Stop by for a half-

time treat at home or take to the relative’s house with the big screen TV.  

The United Methodist Women take a break from meeting in 

February because of the snowbirds among us and the 

uncertain winter weather.  We look forward to our next official 

meeting on March 13. 

The Retreat Committee is happy to announce arrangements 

for a Quinipet retreat for all ladies of the church.  It will be April 

21, 22 and 23, 2017, which is the weekend after Easter.  If you 

cannot arrive on April 21, a Saturday arrival is fine.  The retreat 

is also open to Northport UMC.  A $50 deposit will be collected 

from each who wishes to attend.  The total cost will be 

between $66 and $118 depending on the number of ladies 

attending (inclusive of deposit).  We are almost at our limit and 

often a space opens at the last minute, so sign up now. 

It has been our custom to bring our food, as it is considerably less expensive than 

having Quinipet supply it.  The food cost will be advised at a later date and will be 

very reasonable. 

All ladies of the church are welcome to attend any and all meetings or events.  We 

have open meetings and welcome all. 

~Catherine Carlson 



 



 



Evangelism and Missions 

Dear Church Family, 

Happy 2017!!  I accepted the challenge to be the Chairperson for Evangelism and Missions.  Our 
committee had its first meeting on January 9th.  It was an inspiring gathering.  We made a list of 
wonderful missions and outreach that our church has been involved with.  Here is our list: 

Locally: 
The Annual Lake Ronkonkoma Street Fair 
Flood Buckets 
Blood Drive 
Honor Veterans 
School Bags and Supplies 
Seniors – luncheons to honor them 
Heather Edwards-Wilson’s Little Angels Class, 0-5 year olds 
Caroling 
Food Pantry 
 
Internationally: 
Bibles for Soldiers, World Vision 
Operation Christmas Child  
Pumpkin Patch, some new ideas from Gina Duong 
Imparare Giocando Onlus, Italy 
Mongolian Church 
“Healing Guatemala” Mission, Rev. Dr. Luke Rhyee 
Haiti, We sponsored Raysia (sp) for nursing school here in the US. 
Heifer Project 
Bread Loaf Banks 
Unicef at Halloween 
Red Christmas Stocking for Methodist Hospital 
 
Possible additions: 
Adopt a Grandparent 
Earth Day Project 
Honor Local Police and Fire Departments 
Help our Youth with school projects that are mission based 
Thought of this today – Clean up auxiliary parking lot, small sections at a time.  
 
Of course our Loaves and Fishes Kitchen, Days for Girls, and I am sure there are others that we 
missed.  Please let us know. 

Our committee would like to be the coordinator of the mission of our church.  The committee 
believes that communication is vital. 

If you have any new ideas, please talk to one of us.  Let’s have a great year. 

In God’s Service, 
Debra Schild 



 

Evangelism & Missions Committee 
   Back row:  Natacha, Helen, Rosemarie, Debra, Elise, Sue, Soon 
   Front Row:  Doris, Marilee, Gina 
   Missing:  Ileana 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

   These names are offered each month as an opportunity to  
   extend to our friends and loved ones the love of Christ on  
   these special days and to express our thanks for the gift of  
   their presence in our midst. 
 

   If you would like to be on our birthday list, call the church  
   office at (631) 588-5856 and we will gladly add your name.  
 

3 Catherine Shick 
3 Wade Gagliano 
7 Jean McNeill 
7 Jessica Alessi 
9 Cheryle Otto 
10 Helen Mulvihill 
15 Sue Sprague 
15 Conner Tracey 
19 Gregory Olivotti, Jr. 
22 Barbara Brown 
24 Janet Baumann 
24 Tessa Tom 
28 Donna VanSicklin 
28 Ralph Vcelka 

 

 



 



A memorial gift has been given in memory of 

Larry Heiserer 

From Ron & Marilee Drisgula . 
 

 

FOOD PANTRY 
 

Our Food Pantry had a very successful year right up to the very end.  Sharon Millard 

from Woodman of the World provided us with over 100 toys for children of all ages 

ranging from infant toys to a large remote control tractor trailer.  We displayed the toys 

in Hertlin Hall and I provided each Food Pantry Person with a ticket for the number of 

children they signed in with. 

 

Ginny Abresch stayed in Hertlin Hall ensuring their selections matched the number of 

children they had signed in with.  They were so excited and had a wonderful time.  

Sharon also provided ten $25 Gift Cards to Stop and Shop which were randomly 

distributed. 

 

The older children from the food pantry families were questioned to determine what 

they would like a gift card for.  Lisa Eger took care of this for us and filled all their 

wishes. 

 

Thank you everyone who helped make our food pantry families feel special and learn 

the true meaning of Christmas. 

 

In God’s name, 

Maryann Piga 

 

 
 

On the silly side... 
 

The Importance of Punctuation 

I’m not the easiest guy in the world to get along with.  So when our anniversary rolled around, I 

wanted my wife to know how much I appreciated her tolerating me for the past 20 years.  I ordered 

flowers and told the florist to enclose a card that read, “Thanks for putting up with me so long.” 
 

When my wife got the delivery, she called me at work.  “Just where do you think you’re going?” she 

asked. 
 

“What do you mean?” I said. 
 

She read the card aloud as the florist had written it:  “Thanks for putting up with me.  So long.” 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 February  2017 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  
Morning Prayer 7 AM 

Craft Group 12 
Food Pantry 12-3 
Wesley Choir 5:30 
MYF 6:15 
Chapel Choir 6:30 
Confirmation 7:30 
Chancel Choir 7:30 
 

2  
Nursery School 
Board 10 AM 
Soup Kitchen 5 
Girl Scouts 6:30 
 

3  
Thrift Shop 10 – 2  
UMM Quinipet 
Retreat 
AA 8 

4  
D2D - Westbury 
UMC 8:15 AM 
Thrift Shop 10 – 2  
UMM Quinipet 
Retreat 
 

5  
UMM Quinipet 
Retreat 
UMW Bake Sale 
 

6  
Thrift Shop 10 – 2  
Art Group 2 
Brownies 6-7 
NA 7 
 

7  
Thrift Shop 10 – 2 
Soup Kitchen 5 
AA 6:30 & 8:30 
Trustees 7 
Emmaus 7:30 
 

8  
Morning Prayer 7 AM 

Craft Group 12 
Food Pantry 12-3 
Wesley Choir 5:30 
MYF 6:15 
Chapel Choir 6:30 
Confirmation 7:30 
Chancel Choir 7:30 
 

9  
Soup Kitchen 5 
Girl Scouts 6:30 
 

10  
Thrift Shop 10 – 2  
AA 8 

11  
Thrift Shop 10 – 2  
 

12  
Scout Sunday 
Evangelism & 
Missions 11:15  

13  
Thrift Shop 10 – 2  
Art Group 2 
Brownies 6-7 
NA 7 
 

14 Valentine’s Day 
Thrift Shop 10 – 2 
Soup Kitchen 5 
AA 6:30 & 8:30 
 

15  
Morning Prayer 7 AM 

Craft Group 12 
Food Pantry 12-3 
Chancel Choir 7:30 
 

16  
Soup Kitchen 5 
 
 

17  
Thrift Shop 10 – 2  
Game Night 7 
AA 8 

18  
Walk to Emmaus  
9 – 3 Baker Hall 
Thrift Shop 10 – 2  
 

19  
 

20 Presidents Day 
Thrift Shop 10 – 2  
Soup Kitchen 
Committee 10 
Art Group 2 
NA 7 
Vision 7 
 

21  
Thrift Shop 10 – 2 
Soup Kitchen 5 
AA 6:30 & 8:30 
 

22  
Morning Prayer 7 AM 

Craft Group 12 
Food Pantry 12-3 
Wesley Choir 5:30 
MYF 6:15 
Chapel Choir 6:30 
Confirmation 7:30 
Chancel Choir 7:30 
 

23  
Soup Kitchen 5 
Girl Scouts 6:30 
 

24  
Thrift Shop 10 – 2  
COPE 7 
AA 8 

25  
Thrift Shop 10 – 2  
 

26  
Building Usage – 
Sanctuary 2 

27  
Thrift Shop 10 – 2  
Art Group 2 
Brownies 6-7 
NA 7 

28  
Thrift Shop 10 – 2 
Soup Kitchen 5 
AA 6:30 & 8:30 
 

 

 


