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United Methodist 
Church of Lake 
Ronkonkoma 

792 Hawkins Avenue 
Lake Grove, NY 11755 

 

631-588-5856 
 

www.umclr.com 
 

Church Office Hours  
Tuesday - Friday 
9 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 
Nursery School  

631-467-9601 
 

Thrift Shop  
631-981-9749 

 
 

Staff 
 

Rev. Karen A. Burger,  
Pastor 
 
Filomena Thomas, 
Nursery School Director 
 
Abby Preziosi, 
Administrative 
Assistant 
 
Dr. Rex Enderlin, 
Choir Director 
 
Heather Edwards-
Wilson, 
Youth Choir Director & 
Organist 
 
 

 



 

VISION STATEMENT 
OF THE NY ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE 

 
The New York Annual 
Conference through 
the grace of God 
embodies the beloved 
community of hope, 
building  
up a healthy body  
of Christ, with  
heart-warmed  
United Methodists  
in mission for the 
transformation of the 
world. 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 
OF THE NY ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE 
 

We strive to share 
God’s love by creating 
safe places where all 
are accepted and 
welcomed, connecting 
the needs of people to 
the presence of God, 
and transforming the 
world through Christ. 

 

VISION STATEMENT 
OF THE UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 
OF LAKE 

RONKONKOMA 

We are the church  
at Five Corners 
spreading the  
“Light of Christ” from 
ourselves to  
the community and 
the world. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear Members and Friends of UMC of Lake Ronkonkoma: 

 

This month we enter into the season of Lent.  We have the unique 

situation of Ash Wednesday falling on Valentine’s Day! This may 

seem incongruous: a day when we celebrate romantic love and a day of 

penitence when we take inventory of our sins and ask for God’s help to 

turn from them. Yet what is it that motivates us to observe Ash 

Wednesday and to live in such a way that is pleasing to God? It is love. 

It is God’s love for us in Jesus Christ and our love returned to God. We 

love God because God first loved us. God sought us out. God rescued 

us from the pits of despair. God healed us and helped us when we were 

sick or afraid. God uplifted us by the love that will not let us go. God 

changed our lives and our destiny through God’s Son, Jesus. So, in that 

spirit of love for the God who loves us, I encourage you to come out 

on Ash Wednesday to show your love for God. 

        

In addition, we will have Sunday morning Lenten services and 

Thursday evening Soup and Services with the churches of our 

Cooperative Parish. Last year they were on Wednesdays and this was 

hard for those participating in our choir and Confirmation classes. This 

year we have an opportune night for all to take part. We will be 

sending out the locations which will rotate between churches. It’s 

really a beautiful opportunity for fellowship and extra inspiration 

during the week. 

         

As you enter the season of Lent, consider adding in extra worship time 

as part of your devotion to God. May God deepen our faith and service 

in this holy season of preparation for Easter. 

 

In Christ’s Service, 

 

 

Pastor Karen Burger 



 

Lections 
 
 

February 4 
5th Sunday after the 

Epiphany  
 

Isa 40:21-31 

Ps 147:1-11 (UMH 859)  

1 Cor 9:16-23 

Mark 1:29-39 

 
 

February 4 
Transfiguration 

Sunday  
 

2 Kings 2:1-12 

Ps 50:1-6 (UMH 783)  

2 Cor 4:3-6 

Mark 9:2-9 

 
 

February 18 
1st Sunday in Lent 

 

Gen 9:8-17 

Ps 25:1-10 (UMH 756)  

1 Pet 3:18-22 

Mark 1:9-15 

 
 

February 25 
2nd Sunday in Lent 

 

Gen 17:1-7, 15-16 

Ps 22:23-31 (UMH 752)  

Rom 4:13-25 

Mark 8:31-38 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

Ongoing Missions: 
 

 

The Food Pantry  
is open on the  

1st  & 3rd Tuesday  
of the month  

(except holidays) 
from 3:00 – 5:00 pm 
 

 

 
 
 

Support Groups: 
 

Narcotics Anonymous  
Mondays - 7:00 pm  

Thursdays -7:30 p.m. 
in Fellowship Hall 

 
Alcoholics Anonymous 

Tuesdays – 6:30 &  

8:30 p.m. 

Fridays – 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

Please call our  
church office at  

631-588-5856 for 
further information. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 

Martha’s Place  
 

Thrift Shop 
 

631-981-9749 
 
 

Hours: 
 

Mondays 
10 am – 2 pm 

 
Tuesdays 

10 am – 2 pm 
 

Fridays 
10 am – 2 pm 

 
Saturdays 

10 am – 2 pm 
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Please notify the church office of any telephone number, 

address or email address changes so that we may update 

our files.   
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These names are offered each month.  It is an opportunity to 
extend to our friends and loved ones the love of Christ on these 
special days, and to express our thanks for the gift of their 
presence in our midst. 
 

If you would like to be on our birthday list, please call the church 
office at (631) 588-5856 and we will gladly add your name. 

 

    7    Jean McNeill 

    7    Jessica Alessi 

    9    Cheryle Otto 

   10   Helen Mulvihill 

   15   Sue Sprague 

   16   Conner Tracey 

   19   Gregory Olivotti, Jr. 

   22   Sharon Corvaia 

   23   Rev.  Karen Burger 

   24   Janet Baumann 

   24   Tessa Tom 
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The UMM had a very enjoyable time serving the December coffee 

hour. When we get together, we love to cook and were excited to 

offer a buffet for December.  

 

We will be starting a new Bible study for our retreat which is 

coming up the first weekend of March and hope to continue it with 

our monthly meetings. 

 

God Bless, 

Dennis Subbiondo 

George Doukas  
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Greetings from the Education Work Area, 
 

   February has become a month of celebrating love. It brings to mind 

the Bible readings of Matthew 22:36-40: “Teacher which 

commandment in law is the greatest? ‘You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, and with your soul, and with all your mind. This is 

the greatest and first commandment. And the second is like it: You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang 

all the law and the prophets.” 

   Those of us working with the youngest members of our church 

family celebrate the opportunity to share our faith and love of God 

with them. Our Sunday school children are learning lessons based on 

the themes and the sermon that is heard in church by their parents on 

Sunday morning. It is our hope that you will invite them to share what 

they did in class with you. We also enjoy seeing them participate in our 

children’s choir and partake of the Pastor’s Children’s message during 

the beginning of our Worship Service when they attend church. 

   We now have seven youths in our confirmation class. We will be 

suspending Confirmation class on Wednesday evening and will hold 

class on Sunday mornings. It is very important that all attend. The 

curriculum works better when there is a group to experience it. We 

are excited that our class has grown and the confirmation team is 

working hard to help them achieve the goals of the program.  

   Our Youth group has been meeting on alternate Wednesday evenings 

according to the calendar. They have also branched out and have 

participated in activities with our Cooperative Parish churches. They 

had fun bowling on January 21st and the next event is ice skating in 

Port Jefferson on February 18. The Long Island East Retreat is 

scheduled for April 12-14 at Quinipet. All confirmands and youth 

should take advantage of this wonderful opportunity. Mark your 

calendars! 

   Lent and the Easter holiday will soon be upon us and we will share 

the meaning of the season with our young people. We are blessed to be 

able to work with them and share our love of God, and love them all in 

the process.  

   Please let us know if you would like to work with our young people. 

We would love to have you join us! 
 

Sue Preddice, Education Chair 
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UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 
 

Our next meeting will be Monday, March 11 – 7:00 p.m. 
 

SPRING RETREAT WILL BE APRIL 26, 27, 28!!!! 

Camp Quinipet, Shelter Island 
 

$75 deposit is due now! Please! 

 

May 20 – Tessa’s Tea Party – 7:00 p.m. 

June 10 – To be announced . . . 

 

Thank you to Ellie S. & Stacey T.  They will be our new Co-

Vice Presidents! 

 

Thank you all for your support and fellowship. 

Tessa T. & Barb C. 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE 2024 MESSAGE  

 
 

As we head into 2024, we take a look back into our UMCLR 2023 

financials and what do we find?  We find a positive turn around in our 

financial position!  Although still not a zero balance position, these 

results indicate that our faithful parishioners heard last year’s request, 

faced reality and heeded our call for financial help.  

Our net loss for 2023 is $12,222, as opposed to our 2022 net loss of 

$31,647.  Our “offering” income, from 2022 to 2023 increased by $9,576 

and our total income increased by $15,298.  Our total “expenses” 

decreased by $5,125 for the same period. These figures should only get 

better, as we still have some minor income additions from Fund Raiser 

accounts to incorporate.  If we can maintain this positive momentum and 

focus, we could be in a positive financial position within a few years.  

This, then, would be our first equal cash flow position in over ten years.  

Now, what does this mean to you: 

 Each of us must focus on minimizing all church expenses, all the 

time. 

 We must continue to support the Thrift Shop, Nursery School and 

all our Fund Raisers throughout the year. 

 Each family should re-evaluate their financial donation position 

and consider increasing it. If we continue to receive an average of 

50 envelopes a week, an increased donation of $4 per week, from 

each envelope, would go a long way in helping achieve our 

balance target.  Some cannot do this; others can do even more.  

Please consider what you can do.  

 Hopefully, each UMCLR parishioner and friend will continue to 

help our 2024 Stewardship Program and faithfully give. 

Your Finance Committee, Stewardship Committee and Church Council 

thank you for your 2023 and 2024 contributions.  As we are just 

beginning to achieve UMCLR financial liquidity, we challenge all church 

members to continue to give as much as they can in 2024.  Please 

understand our concerns, issues, realities and continue to help us face our 

financial responsibilities.  Please continue your prayers and do whatever 

you can to help.  Thank you and 

              GOD SPEED! 

Your 2024 Finance Committee 
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