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Welcome Abby Preziosi, our new Administrative Assistant 

Happy New Year everyone!  As we wished Cathy Mitchell farewell in 

December, the Lord has blessed us with a wonderful candidate to fill the 

open position of Administrative Assistant.  Abby Preziosi will start on 

Monday, January 4, 2021 at 9:00 am.  Abby has enjoyed a career in the 

Sachem School District as a Senior Office Assistant.  She is extremely 

qualified to handle the duties of the job.  She is an active member at the 

Parish of the Holy Cross in Nesconset.  She is also our neighbor living in 

Lake Ronkonkoma.  Please welcome her into our church family and wish 

her well. 

The office days and hours will remain the same: Monday-Thursday from 

9:00 am to 2:00 pm.   

May God continue to bless us and sustain us in the New Year. 

Sincerely, 

Liza Wright and members of SPPRC 
 

 



 

VISION STATEMENT 
OF THE NY ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 
The New York Annual 
Conference through 
the grace of God 
embodies the 
beloved community 
of hope, building  
up a healthy body  
of Christ, with  
heart-warmed  
United Methodists  
in mission for the 
transformation of the 
world. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
OF THE NY ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE 
We strive to share 
God’s love by 
creating safe places 
where all are 
accepted and 
welcomed, 
connecting the needs 
of people to the 
presence of God, and 
transforming the 
world through Christ. 

 

VISION STATEMENT 
OF THE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
OF LAKE 
RONKONKOMA 

We are the church  
at Five Corners 
spreading the  
“Light of Christ” 
from ourselves to  
the community and 
the world. 

 

 
 

Greetings from the Education work area!  
 

We have celebrated the birth of Jesus. Love, faith, hope and salvation are 

ours through Him. This is the good news to keep in our hearts and share 

especially with our children. The news of a vaccine fills us with hope 

that our current situation will improve in 2021. Hopefully soon we can 

gather together. In the meantime though, there are also many grim news 

stories of the virus counts rising as well as our national death rates. We 

all need to continue to be careful and listen to the medical community. 

Our Bishop closed the churches even during our Christmas holiday to 

keep us safe.  Our children are aware of all these changes and have had 

to make many adjustments on how they go to school and live their daily 

lives. Now, more than ever, they need their faith just as we all do.  I am 

grateful to our Sunday school teachers, Children’s choir director, 

Confirmation teacher and coordinator, and all those who have presented 

a Children’s message during our Cyber services. We have been able to 

reach out to our children and make sure that they know that they are a 

part of the story of Jesus in our church. As was mentioned in past Good 

News articles, we would evaluate our virtual programs in the hope of 

returning to in person classes in January.  Due to the present situation, 

we will continue with virtual classes at least until the end of March. At 

that time we will then re-evaluate again with the hopes of being able to 

gather in person.  Please pray for our children and the leaders of their 

virtual groups.  You are invited to join the Sunday school classes with 

your children. If you need more information about how to do so, please 

contact our church office. In these difficult times our faith can grow. We 

can spread the light of Christ and find comfort in His gifts of love, faith, 

hope and salvation. Thank God for those who share this good news with 

our children each week. May we all be children at heart who nurture our 

faith and let it grow. 
 

Sue Preddice 

Chair, Education Committee   

 



 

Lections 
 

 

January 3 
Epiphany Sunday 

 

Isa 60:1-6 
Ps 72:1-7, 10-14 

(UMH 795) 
Eph 3:1-12 
Matt 2:1-12 

 

 
 

January 10 
Baptism of the Lord 

 

Gen 1:1-5 
Ps 29 (UMH 761) 

Acts 19:1-7 
Mark 1:4-11 

 

 
 

January 17 
Second Sunday  

after the Epiphany 
 

1 Sam 3:1-10 (11-20) 
Ps 139: 1-6, 13-18 

(UMH 854) 
1 Cor 6:12-20 
John 1:43-51 

 

 
 

January 24 
Third Sunday 

after the Epiphany 
 

Jon 3:1-5, 10 
Ps 62:5-12 (UMH 787) 

1 Cor 7:29-31 
Mark 1:14-20 

 

 
 

January 31 
Fourth Sunday 

after the Epiphany 
 

Deut 18:15-20 
Ps 111 (UMH 832) 

1 Cor 8:1-13 
Mark 1:21-28 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Dear Cathy, 
 

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts 

for all the hard work you have done over 

the past 12 years to keep the United 

Methodist Church of Lake Ronkonkoma 

running like a well-oiled machine.  You 

have always been there for us, and 

remember we will always be here for you. 

 

May God bless you as you begin a new chapter in your life!  May you 

always enjoy the blessing you so richly deserve! 
 

Love, 

Your Family and Friends at UMCLR  

 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please notify the church office of any 

telephone number, address or email 

address changes so that we may 

update our files.   
 

 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Things To Ponder in January... 
 

If you are interested in having a Zoom discussion, 

 please contact the church office at 631-588-5856. 
 

Where in your life have you most felt like yourself this past year? 

What have been the greatest challenges you've overcome? 

What can you acknowledge about yourself and your strengths? 

What is it time to let go of in your life? 

What is it time to forgive yourself for? 

What is it time to forgive others for? 

What are the old patterns that it's time to release? 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Martha’s Place 
Thrift Shop 

 
631-981-9749 

 
 

Hours: 
 

Fridays 
10 am – 2 pm 

 
Saturdays 

10 am – 2 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Martha’s Place Thrift Shop 
 

 

We hope everyone had a great Christmas and is 
looking forward to a wonderful New Year. The Shop will 
reopen after the holidays, on January 8.   
 

I had an interesting conversation with a very nice lady 
who came to the food pantry. She asked if she could find a Christmas 
tree at our Thrift Shop, but she didn't know when we are open. This 
happened when I was helping Soon at the church pantry, so I took her 
into the shop. 
 

We had no trees, but she looked around and she found a 
Christmas runner for a table, a great looking Santa Claus 
and then found a small ceramic Christmas Tree to put on 
the table. She may have had something else to add to 
the scene, but that I may never know. I do know that she 
was happy to be able to deliver the items to an elderly 
couple who had no family in the area. She asked me how much for the 
3 items and I said “No cost, Merry Christmas.” and then I saw her tear 
up a little. 
 

That is the beauty of our Thrift Shop; to help people who need help in 
so many different ways. 
 

In God’s service,  
Marilee Drisgula and all volunteers 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
These names are offered each month.  It is an opportunity to extend to our 
friends and loved ones the love of Christ on these special days and to 
express our thanks for the gift of their presence in our midst. 

 

If you would like to be on our birthday list, please call the church office at 
(631) 588-5856 and we will gladly add your name. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you for the lovely gifts and all the well wishes as I begin my new 

life of retirement.  It is difficult to express just how much I have loved 

my time with you.  It has been such a joy and a true blessing in my life.  

I will miss all of you so much!  May God bless you always. 

With love, 

Cathy 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ongoing Missions: 
 

The Food Pantry  
is open on the  

1st  & 3rd Tuesday  
of the month  

(except holidays) 
from 3:00 – 5:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Support Groups: 
 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Mondays at 7:00 pm  
in Fellowship Hall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please call our  
church office at  
631-588-5856 for 

further information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you know someone who may be comforted  

by a beautiful prayer shawl, please contact the 

church office at 631-588-5856. 

 
 

 

 

The Mission Book has been updated!  

Please call the church office at 

631-588-5856 to request a copy.  

Emailed or hard copies are available. 

 

 

 
 

Join us for our next Book Discussion  
on January 11 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

We will be discussing “The Tea Chest” by Heidi Chiavaroli 

"Captivating from the first page. I couldn't read this novel fast enough, and 

yet the beautiful writing compelled me to slow down and experience every 

line. Dual tales of courage, love, and freedom proved even more poignant for 

being woven together as one. Steeped in timeless truths and served with skill, 

“The Tea Chest” is sure to be savored by all who read it." 

— JOCELYN GREEN, CHRISTY AWARD-WINNING AUTHOR OF “BETWEEN TWO SHORES” 

 
"Chiavaroli has masterfully weaved a timeless tale that kept me turning pages 

far into the night...and reminded me of the gentle truth that identity and 

worth are found in the eyes of Jesus." 

— TARA JOHNSON, AUTHOR OF “WHERE DANDELIONS BLOOM” 
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