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VISION STATEMENT 
OF THE NY ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE 

 
The New York Annual 
Conference through 
the grace of God 
embodies the beloved 
community of hope, 
building  
up a healthy body  
of Christ, with  
heart-warmed  
United Methodists  
in mission for the 
transformation of the 
world. 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 
OF THE NY ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE 
 

We strive to share 
God’s love by creating 
safe places where all 
are accepted and 
welcomed, connecting 
the needs of people 
to the presence of 
God, and transforming 
the world through 
Christ. 

 

VISION STATEMENT 
OF THE UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 
OF LAKE 

RONKONKOMA 

We are the church  
at Five Corners 
spreading the  
“Light of Christ” from 
ourselves to  
the community and 
the world. 

 

 
Dear Friends at UMC of Lake Ronkonkoma, 

 

      There is something very special about beginning a new year with 

all of you. Seems like only yesterday we were beginning a new 

chapter and now a little over four months later, yet another fresh 

start. This seems so appropriate since our God is the God of new 

beginnings, always looking to renew us in the Image of Christ and 

to wash away our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ so that we 

can move forward with light and unburdened hearts. Thanks be to 

God! 
 

        What do you want to leave behind in 2022? What do you want 

to carry with you in 2023? How can we trust God to open us up to 

possibilities we never dreamed of, not our plans, but God’s plans? 

To discern this, we need to pray often and listen as much as we 

speak.  
 

         One of our hymns is “This is a Day of New Beginnings.” 

Some of the lyrics, written by Brian Wren in 1978, and altered in 

1987, are as follows: “This is a day of new beginnings, time to 

remember and move on, time to believe what love is bringing, 

laying to rest the pain that’s gone. For by the life and death of Jesus, 

God’s mighty Spirit, now as then, can make for us a world of 

difference, as faith and hope are born again…Christ is alive, and 

goes before us, to show and share what love can do. This is a day of 

new beginnings, our God is making all things new.” (based on Rev. 

21:5)  
 

           I want to prayerfully wish you and your loved ones a blessed 

new year in Christ and I look forward to ministering to and with you 

in 2023. 

 

In Christ’s Service, 

 
Pastor Karen Burger 

 



 

 

Lections
 

 
January 1 

Communion Service 
 

Ps 98:1-12  

2 Cor 5:17-21 

Matt 7:7-12 

 
 

January 8 
Our Epiphany Sunday 

 
Isa  60:1-6 

Matt 2:1-12 

 
January 15 
Our Baptism  
Of The Lord 

 
Ps 40:1-11 (UMH 774) 

Matt 3:13-17 
John 1:29-34 

 
January 22 

Jesus Starts Preaching 
Repentance 

 
Isa 9:1-4 

Matt 4:12-23 

 
January 29 

Call of Disciples 
 

1 Cor 1:18-31 
Matt 5:1-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 

Ongoing Missions: 
 

 

The Food Pantry  
is open on the  

1st  & 3rd Tuesday  
of the month  

(except holidays) 
from 3:00 – 5:00 pm 
 

 

 
 
 

Support Groups: 
 

Narcotics Anonymous  
Mondays - 7:00 pm  

Thursdays -6:00 p.m. 
in Fellowship Hall 

 
Alcoholics Anonymous 

Tuesdays – 6:30 &  

8:30 p.m. 

Fridays – 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

Please call our  
church office at  

631-588-5856 for 
further information. 
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These names are offered each month.  It is an opportunity to 

extend to our friends and loved ones the love of Christ on 

these special days, and to express our thanks for the gift of 

their presence in our midst. 

If you would like to be on our birthday list, please call the 

church office at (631) 588-5856 and we will gladly add your 

name. 

 

1   William Otto 

1   Rex Enderlin 

3   Harry Roseen 

5   April Paul 

7   Joyce McVeigh                    

8   Marilee Drisgula 

9   Ralph Pearl 

14  Diane June 

15  Tracy Pearl 

20  Marilyn Wilson 

22  John Paynter 

22  Amanda Graf 

23  Jennie Olivotti 

24  Ilona Torraca 

26  Christine Paynter 

26  Bill Paul 

26  Richard Schoenemann 

31  Jarrel Guerrero 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 
Martha’s Place  

 
Thrift Shop 

 
631-981-9749 

 
 

Hours: 
 

Mondays 
10 am – 2 pm 

 
Tuesdays 

10 am – 2 pm 
 

Fridays 
10 am – 2 pm 

 
Saturdays 

10 am – 2 pm 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Martha’s Place Thrift Shop 

 
 

Happy 2023!!!!  We hope everyone had a great Christmas and is 

looking forward to a blessed New Year. Our Thrift Shop will 

reopen after the holidays, on Tuesday, January 3rd. We will 

continue serving our customers, community, and those who are in 

need. That is the beauty of our Thrift Shop; to assist people 

who need help in so many different ways. Your donation of clean 

reusable clothing and housewares mean a lot to those we serve. 

 

A great big thank you to all who helped support our Christmas 

Sale. Your purchases made the event a great success! 

 

Our Valentine’s Day merchandise will be on the shelves shortly! 

 

We are all looking forward to a year of new beginnings. 

  

In God’s service,  

Marilee Drisgula and all volunteers 
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Greetings from the Education Work Area 
 

A Happy New Year to all! 

 

As we begin the process of taking down the tree, putting decorations 

and gifts away let us reflect on God’s greatest gift and what it means 

to each of us.  It is a time for resolutions!  How can we put our own 

faith and gratitude into action? The Good News is that each one of 

us can be part of keeping Jesus alive in the hearts of many.   

 

We are hoping that the new year will bring some new volunteers to 

us as we teach our youngest members about our faith.  Please 

consider becoming a Sunday School teacher, Confirmation teacher, 

Youth Advisor, helper, or substitute.  If you find this is something 

you are called to do please let any of our present volunteer staff 

know. We would love to have you come and visit our programs. 

 

The new year will bring some exciting culminations! We will have a 

confirmation service this May. We will see the musical Godspell 

that our youth and choir is working on. We will have a children and 

youth service. 

 

Thank you to Heather Edwards-Wilson for the once again beautiful 

Christmas pageant our children and youth presented. Thank you to 

Wendy Duffy for providing an opportunity for our youth to go 

Christmas caroling. It has been wonderful to see our confirmation 

class in our worship service. Thank you to our Sunday school and 

confirmation teachers. We are a small group and are in need of some 

reinforcement. Please consider joining us in this very rewarding 

mission. 

 

Sue Preddice 

Education Chair  

 

 

The winter season is upon us once again and your Board of 

Trustees would appreciate donations of salt and ice melt for 
our walkways. Thank you in advance for your donations.  
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Please notify the church office of any telephone 

number, address or email address changes so that we 

may update our files.   
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The Philogene Family 
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We will celebrate Epiphany on Sunday, January 8.  
Join us for our very special service and learn about 
traditions around the world!  Christmas is not over 
until Epiphany is celebrated.  Rejoice with us! 
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We will celebrate Baptism of the Lord on Sunday, 
January 15.  Jesus’ baptism by John was a pivotal 
moment.  Come learn about this baptism and how 
it impacted all who witnessed it.  A day to reflect 
on our own baptism with gratitude. 
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PRAYER GROUP ON ZOOM 
 

Come and join us on Wednesday mornings from 8:00 

a.m. to 9:00 a.m. as we discuss the Upper Room 

publication reading for that date, and continue our 

prayers for those who are in need.  This is a wonderful 

way to focus on your communication with God and 

become closer to members of your church family, as 

they share their thoughts, praises, petitions, prayers 

and faith. 

Meeting ID: 858 8602 0997 and Passcode: 011880 
 

 

 

Pick up your January- February  

issue in Hertlin Hall! 
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The flowers on the altar are available to purchase each 
week in honor or in memory of loved ones.  Please call 
the church office at 631-588-5856 to make 
arrangements.   
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The Sinclair Family 
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The Holmes Family 
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O Come Let us Adore Him! 

 

 



 
M 
A 
R 
K 
 

Y 
O 
U 
R 
 

C 
A 
L 
E 
N 
D 
A 
R 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

D 
O 
N’ 
T 
 

M 
I 
S 
S 
 

T 
H 
I 
S 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

S 
O 
M 
E 
T 
H 
I 

N 
G 
 

N 
E 
W 
! 

 
 

 

 



 
 
 

Q 
U 
I 
Z 
 

T 
I 

M 
E 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the thong 

of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and 

untie. I have baptized you with water; but he will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
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“Do all the good you can. By all the means you can. In 

all the ways you can. In all the places you can. At all 

the times you can. To all the people you can. As long as 

ever you can.” 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Martin Luther King, Jr., original name Michael King, Jr., (born January 

15, 1929, Atlanta, Georgia, U.S.—died April 4, 1968, Memphis, 

Tennessee), Baptist minister and social activist who led the civil rights 

movement in the United States from the mid-1950s until his death 

by assassination in 1968. 
 

At the age of thirty-five, Martin Luther King, Jr., was the youngest man to 

have received the Nobel Peace Prize. When notified of his selection, he 

announced that he would turn over the prize money of $54,123 to the 

furtherance of the civil rights movement. 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Georgia-state
https://www.britannica.com/place/Memphis-Tennessee
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Baptist
https://www.britannica.com/event/American-civil-rights-movement
https://www.britannica.com/event/American-civil-rights-movement
https://www.britannica.com/place/United-States
https://www.britannica.com/event/assassination-of-Martin-Luther-King-Jr


 
 

Stay up to date by  

visiting our website.   
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 



 



 
 
 


