
  

 

 

 
Good News  

JUNE 2019  

United Methodist Church 
of Lake Ronkonkoma 

792 Hawkins Avenue 
Lake Grove, NY 11755 

 

631-588-5856 
 

www.umclr.com 
 

Church Office Hours –  
Monday – Thursday  

9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
 

Nursery School – 
631-467-9601 

 
Thrift Shop – 
631-981-9749 

 
 
 

Staff 
 

Rev. Dr. Constance Pak,  
Pastor 
 
Filomena Thomas, 
Nursery School Director 
 
Cathy Mitchell, 
Administrative Assistant 
 
Dr. Rex Enderlin, 
Choir Director 
 
Heather Edwards-Wilson, 
Youth Choir Director & 
Organist 
 
 
 

 

Special Services in June 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 2 

Youth Sunday 

10:00 AM 

 

June 9 

Pentecost 

Nettie Baker Day 

Recognition Sunday 

10:00 AM 

June 16 

Father’s Day 

Choir Sunday 

10:00 AM 



 

VISION STATEMENT 
OF THE NY ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 
The New York Annual 
Conference through 
the grace of God 
embodies the 
beloved community 
of hope, building  
up a healthy body  
of Christ, with  
heart-warmed  
United Methodists  
in mission for the 
transformation of the 
world. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
OF THE NY ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE 
We strive to share 
God’s love by 
creating safe places 
where all are 
accepted and 
welcomed, 
connecting the needs 
of people to the 
presence of God, and 
transforming the 
world through Christ. 

 

VISION STATEMENT 
OF THE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
OF LAKE 
RONKONKOMA 

We are the church  
at Five Corners 
spreading the  
“Light of Christ” 
from ourselves to  
the community and 
the world. 
 

MISS NETTIE BAKER 
 

While Jesus was in the Temple, he watched 

the rich people dropping their gifts in the 

collection box.  Then a poor widow came by 

and dropped in two small coins [or “mites”].  

“I tell you the truth,” Jesus said, “this poor 

widow has given more than all the rest of 

them.  For they have given a tiny part of their 

surplus, but she, poor as she is, has given 

everything she has.”  Luke 21: 1-4 (NLT) 

 

Sunday, June 9, is “Nettie Baker Sunday.”  The following is the story of Miss 

Baker, and her contributions to our church: 

Many years ago, Miss Nettie Baker lived on Hawkins Avenue near the railroad 

station where she kept house for her widowed brother and his daughter.  She loved 

this little church at Five Corners and participated in all the activities.  She was a frail 

woman, but she managed to walk to the church each Sunday unless some church goer 

took her.  As time passed, her brother died, her niece moved away, and Miss Baker 

was alone.  But, her support of her church by her presence and her prayers never 

wavered.  In her last few years she boarded on Ronkonkoma Avenue.   

When she died she left her entire estate to the church.  It truly was a “widow’s mite” 

(see Luke 21:2 above) amounting to under $25.00.  At that time, the minister of this 

church, The Rev. Harold Sabin (who was as clever with his hands as he was with the 

written word) used the money to buy the materials to make the brass light which 

shines on our present day altar.  Rev. Sabin made this brass lamp with his own hands 

– fashioning it in a little building behind Newton's Garage where Mr. Sumner 

Newton had made the brass cross which stands on the altar in the Chapel.  

In this way, Miss Baker's final gift to the church has become a memorial of beauty 

which you will never see in any other church.  Because there was no family left to 

remember Miss Baker, the Sunday school at that time filled a wooden cross, made by 

The Rev. Sabin, with their flowers.  That cross was built from the altar rail which had 

graced the church.  Each year a plain wooden cross filled with many holes similar to 

the one made by Rev. Sabin, is filled with flowers by the Church School children and 

congregation members.  After the church service it is taken to the cemetery and 

placed on Miss Baker's grave.  Just as she remembered her church, so we remember 

her in this way. 

What a beautiful tribute to a woman who would otherwise have been forgotten.  She 

gave all she had to the church she loved, and to the glory of God.  This is only one of 

the many stories of people who have remembered our church in their last will and 

testament, and left donations for the furtherance of God’s will on Earth.   

 

Please remember to bring some flowers on  

Sunday, June 9 to help remember this remarkable 

woman and the heritage of our church. 

 



 

Lections 

 
 

June 2 
Seventh Sunday 

of Easter 
Ascension Sunday 

 

Acts  16:16-34 
Ps. 97 (UMH 816) 

Rev. 22:12-14, 16-17, 
20-21 

John 17:20-26 

 
 

June 9 
Pentecost 

 

Acts 2:1-21 
Ps. 104:24-34, 35b  

(UMH 826) 
Rom. 8:14-17 

John 14:8-17 (25-27) 

 
 

June 16 
Trinity Sunday  

Peace with  
Justice Sunday 
Father’s Day 

 

Prov. 8:1-4 , 22-31 
Ps. 8 (UMH 743) 

Rom. 5:1-5 
John 16:12-15 

 
 

June 23 
Second Sunday  
after Pentecost 

 

1 Kings 19:1-15a 
Ps. 42 (UMH 777) 

Gal. 3:23-29 
Luke 8:26-39 

 
 

June 30 
Third Sunday 

after Pentecost 
 

2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 
Ps. 77:1-2, 11-20 

(UMH 798) 
Gal. 5:1, 13-25 
Luke 9:51-62 

 

 

REMINDER:  Summer church office 

hours begin on Monday, June 24 and 

go through Labor Day.  The office will 

be open from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., 

Monday through Thursday.   

 
 

Book Discussion 
We will be having a discussion about 
"Harvest of Rubies" by Tessa Afshar on 
Monday, June 3rd at 7 PM.  Come and 
join us, even if you haven't read the 
book.   

 

All adults are welcome to join us for 

Game Night 

on Friday, June 21
st
 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

              Enjoy a fun night out! 

 
 

 

 

 

The UM Men’s next Breakfast Meeting  

will be on Saturday, June 8th at 8:00 a.m. 

at the Airport Diner 
(3760 Veterans Memorial Hwy, Bohemia) 

All men are welcome to attend! 

 



 
Martha’s Place 

Thrift Shop 
 

631-981-9749 
 
 

Hours: 
 

Mondays  
10am – 2pm 

 
Tuesdays 

10am – 2pm 
 

Fridays 
10am – 2pm 

 
Saturdays 

10am – 2pm 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Martha’s Place Thrift Shop 
 

 

I am certain that summer will be here before we 
know it.  If you venture into your thrift shop, you 
will be amazed at all the nice summer dresses, 
blouses, pants and tees to find for yourself or 
your girls and great shorts and tees for boys.  Of 
course there is a great men's department with 
big boy clothes too, all sizes. 

 

Our customers always have wonderful comments about your thrift 
shop.  We are happy that most of our customers are gracious and kind, 
as we are to them. 
 

Thank you for your continuous donations to prepare for our shoppers.  
We only price clothing that is clean with no 
rips, tears, dirt or paint on them. 
 

In God's service, 
Marilee Drisgula and all volunteers 

 
 

 

 

UMCLR EMERGENCY  
EVACUATION PLANNING 

 

 
To aid in planning for the unlikely event of an emergency evacuation, 
we are asking all individuals within our congregation who may require 
assistance to evacuate in the event of a disaster to let us know of your 
need for help.  This is intended to provide guidance for ushers and 
others in helping to transport individuals out of harm’s way to a safe 
location as safely and as expeditiously as possible. 
 

The UMCLR asks all individuals who may need assistance in an 
emergency to self-identify with the church to the worship leaders and 
ushers. 
 

 
 

     Please save your can tabs!   
     We are collecting them to benefit  
     Shriners Hospitals for Children. 
     Drop/put them in the big jar in front  
     of the church office. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wheel Chairs Wanted! 
 

The Church has need of three wheelchairs for use during an 

emergency.  If you have a wheelchair, or you know of someone 

who has a chair that is no longer needed, please call the church 

and let us know if you are able to donate it.  If necessary, we can 

arrange to pick it up.  

 
 

           JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
These names are offered each month.  It is an 
opportunity to extend to our friends and loved ones the 
love of Christ on these special days and to express our 
thanks for the gift of their presence in our midst. 

 

If you would like to be on our birthday list, please call the 
church office at (631) 588-5856 and we will gladly add 
your name. 

 

3 Frank Barta Sr. 

8 Bobbie Clark 

9 Keith Almonaitis 

11 Jeffrey Guerrero 

16 Marilyn Becht 

18 Olivia Eger 

22 Robert Kohout 

22 Aidan Drisgula 

23 Nicole Paul 

23 Lee Smith 

25 Pat Gibiser 

25 Trish McElhone 

26 Cathy Myers 

28 Karolyn Kiendle 

30 Heather DeSanto 

 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

On the passing of my father Frank Smouse –  

Thank you so much, for all the cards, texts and phone calls 

during our time of loss.  Your kindness and sympathy will 

always be held in grateful remembrance. 
 

God Bless, 

Barbara Colucci and Family 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Clean up buckets 

 

We are again going to prepare buckets to be used after floods.  They get 
stored and are sent to areas that have had devastation.  Please bring 
items to the narthex.  You can also give money for purchases, if that is 
easier for you.  There is a list below.  If you have any questions, call Jerry 
June at 631-585-1481.  We would like to have them completed and sent 
to Bayport UMC to be stored until needed.  July 1st is our target date for 
delivery. 

 

5 gallon bucket with re-sealable lid 

liquid laundry detergent - one 50 ounce or two 25 ounce only 

liquid household cleaner – 12 to 16 oz. liquid that can be mixed with  

     water - no spray cleaners 

dish soap – 16 to 28 oz. bottle  

1 can air freshener – aerosol or pump 

1 insect repellant spray – 6 to 14 oz. 

1 scrub brush – plastic or wooden handle 

18 cleaning wipes – Handi Wipes or reusable wipes, no terry towels –  

     remove from packaging 

7 sponges – no cellulose sponges due to mold issues - remove from  

     packaging 

5 scouring pads – no stainless steel, Brillo, SOS pads (nothing with soap  

     built in) 

50 clothespins 

clothesline – one 100 ft. or two 50 ft., cotton or plastic 

24 roll of heavy-duty trash bags – 33 to 45 gallon size  

5 dust masks 

2 pairs kitchen dishwashing gloves – durable enough for multiple uses 

1 pair work gloves – cotton with leather palm or all leather 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A great weekend at Camp Quinipet for the women’s 

retreat 2019.  We had a few newcomers and the 
ages ranged from 85 to 25.  The Saturday program 

was given by Barbara Colucci and Dorothy 
Schiavone and was very inspiring.  The LI youth 

were there the same weekend and we joined them 
for several different occasions which was nice as 

well!  Here are 3 photos: #1 is Marilee and Soon 
standing in front of the 5 rocks; the meaning and 

description were part of the program, #2 is Marilee, 
#3 was taken by Tessa Tom at Sunrise.  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#1 

#2 

#3 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

Ongoing Mission: 
 

Loaves & Fishes  
Soup Kitchen of the 

UMCLR is open 
Tuesdays and 

Thursdays at 4:45 pm 
in Fellowship Hall 

 

 
 
 

Support Groups: 
 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Mondays at 7:00 pm in 

Fellowship Hall 

 
Alcoholics 
Anonymous 

Tuesdays at 6:30 pm 
and 8:30 pm, and 

Fridays at 8:00 pm in 
Fellowship Hall 

 
COPE  

Connecting Our  
Paths Eternally  
(A grief and healing 

organization dedicated to 
helping parents and  
families living with  
the loss of a child.) 

Fourth Friday of the 
month at 7:00 pm  

in the Library  
 
 
 
 

Please call our  
church office at  
631-588-5856 for 

further information. 
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