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United Methodist 
Church of Lake 
Ronkonkoma 

792 Hawkins Avenue 
Lake Grove, NY 11755 

 

631-588-5856 
 

www.umclr.com 
 

Church Office Hours  
Tuesday - Friday 
9 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 
Nursery School  

631-467-9601 
 

Thrift Shop  
631-981-9749 

 
 

Staff 
 

Rev. Karen A. Burger,  
Pastor 
 
Filomena Thomas, 
Nursery School Director 
 
Abby Preziosi, 
Administrative 
Assistant 
 
Dr. Rex Enderlin, 
Choir Director 
 
Heather Edwards-
Wilson, 
Youth Choir Director & 
Organist 
 
  



 

VISION STATEMENT 
OF THE NY ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE 

 
The New York Annual 
Conference through 
the grace of God 
embodies the beloved 
community of hope, 
building  
up a healthy body  
of Christ, with  
heart-warmed  
United Methodists  
in mission for the 
transformation of the 
world. 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 
OF THE NY ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE 
 

We strive to share 
God’s love by creating 
safe places where all 
are accepted and 
welcomed, connecting 
the needs of people to 
the presence of God, 
and transforming the 
world through Christ. 

 

VISION STATEMENT 
OF THE UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 
OF LAKE 

RONKONKOMA 

We are the church  
at Five Corners 
spreading the  
“Light of Christ” from 
ourselves to  
the community and 
the world. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Dear Members and Friends of UMC of Lake Ronkonkoma, 

 

     Easter comes early this year! This means that if you want to benefit 

from the time of spiritual preparation known as Lent, which began in 

February, you will want to be sure to be in church each Sunday in March. 

During this time, we take a look at the events leading up to Holy Week 

and Easter. We cannot really appreciate the joy of Easter without taking 

the full journey. 

      So I invite you to be faithful in worship and prayer during this time. I 

also invite you to come to the Thursday evening services hosted by the 

churches of our Mid-Island Cooperative Parish (the connectional United 

Methodist ministry group we are a part of). We will be hosting on 

Thursday, March 7th, and Lay Servant Marilyn Becht will be bringing the 

message. Come out and support Marilyn and enjoy fellowship with other 

neighboring United Methodists. The full schedule is posted in Hertlin 

Hall and in this newsletter. I hope to see many of you at some of the other 

churches too! 

       March is a transitional month. It is a month when we begin the 

transition from winter to Spring. Transitions are best done intentionally 

and with hope and faith. We often do Spring cleaning in anticipation of 

the lighter days. We get outside more. We set new goals. What direction 

are you moving in as we move toward Easter and Spring? What is 

important to you?  

       I hope that taking part in the worship and ministries of this church 

are on your priority list. Thank you for all who serve so faithfully 

together! 

 

In Christ’s Service, 

 

Pastor Karen Burger 

 

 



 

Lections 
 
 

February 4 
5th Sunday after the 

Epiphany  
 

Isa 40:21-31 

Ps 147:1-11 (UMH 859)  

1 Cor 9:16-23 

Mark 1:29-39 

 
 

February 4 
Transfiguration 

Sunday  
 

2 Kings 2:1-12 

Ps 50:1-6 (UMH 783)  

2 Cor 4:3-6 

Mark 9:2-9 

 
 

February 18 
1st Sunday in Lent 

 

Gen 9:8-17 

Ps 25:1-10 (UMH 756)  

1 Pet 3:18-22 

Mark 1:9-15 

 
 

February 25 
2nd Sunday in Lent 

 

Gen 17:1-7, 15-16 

Ps 22:23-31 (UMH 752)  

Rom 4:13-25 

Mark 8:31-38 
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Ongoing Missions: 
 

 

The Food Pantry  
is open on the  

1st  & 3rd Tuesday  
of the month  

(except holidays) 
from 3:00 – 5:00 pm 
 

 

 
 
 

Support Groups: 
 

Narcotics Anonymous  
Mondays - 7:00 pm  

Thursdays -7:30 p.m. 
in Fellowship Hall 

 
Alcoholics Anonymous 

Tuesdays – 6:30 &  

8:30 p.m. 

Fridays – 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

Please call our  
church office at  

631-588-5856 for 
further information. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Martha’s Place  
 

Thrift Shop 
 

631-981-9749 
 
 

Hours: 
 

Mondays 
10 am – 2 pm 

 
Tuesdays 

10 am – 2 pm 
 

Fridays 
10 am – 2 pm 

 
Saturdays 

10 am – 2 pm 
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These names are offered each month.  It is an opportunity to 
extend to our friends and loved ones the love of Christ on these 
special days, and to express our thanks for the gift of their 
presence in our midst. 
 

If you would like to be on our birthday list, please call the church 
office at (631) 588-5856 and we will gladly add your name. 
 

        1    Michael Zukowski 
     4    Charles Harrison 
     9    Leslie Ann Alessi 
     11   Jenny Millard 
     13   Scarlett Cartier 
     13   Carl Wright 
     15   Shannon Neenan 
     22   Jilliane Duong 
     22   James Czerw 
     23   Chris Muscolo 
     26   Ryan Doukas 
     26   Jennifer Campbell 

 

 
 
 
 

Thank you for the Memorial Donations 
 

For: Jim Baumann   From: Cathy & Dave Meyers 
For: Bruce Smith     From: Marilyn & Ray Becht 
For: Ron Drisgula   From: Richard Wahl 
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The UMM had their first breakfast of the year in January and 

are looking forward to our Quinipet retreat the first weekend in 

March 
 

God Bless, 

Dennis Subbiondo 

George Doukas  

 
 

 
Please notify the church office of any telephone number, 

address or email address changes so that we may update 

our files.   
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Greetings from the Education Work Area, 

 

We have much to be grateful for as we observe Lent and look 

forward to the celebration of Easter at the end of the month. 

 

Our Sunday school children will be learning the meaning of the 

season through their activities in class. They will have their 

traditional Easter egg hunt on Palm Sunday.  

 

We have once again added to our Confirmation class and now have 9 

candidates for membership in May 2025. We welcome Anne and 

Abernaty Philogene. Confirmation class instruction has been moved 

to Sunday mornings at 9:30. We are grateful to our teachers for 

being flexible to the new schedule. We are thankful that Julia 

Polsunas has joined our team with Allyssa Schoenemann in the 

secondary Sunday school room.  

 

Our youth group has participated in activities sponsored by the 

churches in our Cooperative  Parish . We are hoping that many of 

them will participate in the district retreat at Quinipet on  

April 12-15.  

 

Our missions committee invites all families to participate in our 

Lighthouse Easter basket project.  Easter baskets and info can be 

found in Hertlin hall. Please consider picking one up and working with 

your children to fill it.  

 

There will be a special breakfast with the Easter bunny on  

March 23 at 9:30 followed by an Easter fair featuring Easter 

merchandise from 9-12 on Saturday and Sunday.   

 

We look forward to seeing you as we participate together during 

this season of hope, faith and love. Easter blessings to all! 

 

Sue Preddice   

Education Chair  
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UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 
 

This is the day the Lord hath made.   PS 118:24 
 
Our next meeting is MONDAY, MARCH 11 @ 7 PM at the church. 
Rev. Penny Gadzini will lead our program. 
 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.  

PS 119:105 
 

APRIL 26 27 28 CAMP QUINIPET RETREAT SHELTER ISLAND 
 

Taste and see that the Lord is good.  PS 34:8 
 

May 20 TESSA'S TEA PARTY 7 PM at the church 
 

All things work together for good to them that love God.  

Romans 8:28 
 

June planning meeting to be determined soon.... 
 

July meet every Sunday morning at church to provide coffee hour 
refreshments for our congregation.         

 
Thank you  
 
Barb C     Tessa T     Sue S - retreat     Ellie S      Stacey T 
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