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United Methodist 
Church of Lake 
Ronkonkoma 

792 Hawkins Avenue 
Lake Grove, NY 11755 

 

631-588-5856 
 

www.umclr.com 
 

Church Office Hours  
Tuesday - Friday 
9 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 
Nursery School  

631-467-9601 
 

Thrift Shop  
631-981-9749 

 
 

Staff 
 

Rev. Karen A. Burger,  
Pastor 
 
Filomena Thomas, 
Nursery School Director 
 
Abby Preziosi, 
Administrative 
Assistant 
 
Dr. Rex Enderlin, 
Choir Director 
 
Heather Edwards-
Wilson, 
Youth Choir Director & 
Organist 
 
 

 



 

VISION STATEMENT 
OF THE NY ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE 

 
The New York Annual 
Conference through 
the grace of God 
embodies the beloved 
community of hope, 
building  
up a healthy body  
of Christ, with  
heart-warmed  
United Methodists  
in mission for the 
transformation of the 
world. 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 
OF THE NY ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE 
 

We strive to share 
God’s love by creating 
safe places where all 
are accepted and 
welcomed, connecting 
the needs of people 
to the presence of 
God, and transforming 
the world through 
Christ. 

 

VISION STATEMENT 
OF THE UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 
OF LAKE 

RONKONKOMA 

We are the church  
at Five Corners 
spreading the  
“Light of Christ” from 
ourselves to  
the community and 
the world. 

 

 

 
 

Dear Members and Friends of UMC of Lake Ronkonkoma: 
 

November is a month in which we begin moving into the holiday season. 

Veteran’s Day and our Luncheon, our Thanksgiving Ecumenical Service 

with St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic and St. Mary’s Episcopal church, and 

finally the Breakfast with Santa and Christmas Sale on Thanksgiving 

Weekend that kicks off our Advent and Christmas Season. Our Advent 

worship includes preaching, the annual Cantata and Pageant, our two 

Christmas Eve Candle lighting Services in the evening, and Christmas 

caroling! None of this happens without the hard work of our staff and 

volunteers, so I want to take this opportunity to thank our staff and 

everyone who devotes their prayers, time and energy to the ministries of 

UMC of Lake Ronkonkoma!  This is a very active congregation with a 

wonderful spirit of fun as well as devotion to the Lord.  You all make a 

difference! 

 

I also want to take this opportunity to thank the Pumpkin Posse and all 

pumpkin patch volunteers for their work to make this ministry to families 

in our community possible. Each encounter at the Pumpkin Patch 

connects people to our church and is a way to show hospitality to the 

greater community. We had a good crew for the unload and for selling 

pumpkins, so thank you to each and every one of you. It also raises 

money that is vital to our church’s operation and helps the Navajo 

growers too. 

 

I want to thank Debra Schild for bringing one of her flute groups to 

perform at our church in a benefit concert for our Food Pantry. We raised 

money through donations as well as gathering in numerous bags of non-

perishable food items that have stocked our Pantry as we enter 

November. How wonderful! It was also a lovely concert with Debra 

directing and giving background on each musical piece. I also want to 

thank Soon Bowes for inviting Pastors Duya and Jargal of 

Transformation Mongolia church to speak in worship, with my blessing. 

It was such a treat for me to meet them and hear their witness to God’s 

healing power in their lives and how God is using them to share the faith 

with the people of their country. 

 



 

 

Lections 
 
 

November 5 
All Saints Sunday 

 

Josh 3:7-17 

Ps 107:1-7, 33-37 

(UMH 830)  

1 Thess 2:9-13 

Matt 23:1-12 

 
November 12 

24th Sunday after 
Pentecost 

 

Josh 24:1-3a, 14-25 

Ps 78:1-7(UMH 799)  

1 Thess 4:13-18 

Matt 25:1-13 

 
November 19 

25th Sunday after 
Pentecost 

 

Judg 4:1-7 

Ps 123 or PS 76 

(UMH 797)  

1 Thess 5:1-11 

Matt 25:14-30 

 
November 26 

Christ the King 
 

Ezek 34:11-16, 20-24 
PS 100 (UMH 821) 

Eph 1:15023 
Matt 25:31-46 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Our Education volunteers are hard at work leading Sunday School, 

Youth Group and Confirmation Class. We had a covenant service with 

Confirmation parents and sponsors, and I thank Sue Preddice for her 

leadership with me for this service as well as Dennis Subbiondo and 

George Doukas, who played guitar for our singing. 

 

Thank you also to all of our Committee and Board Chairs and members 

and all who help out behind the scenes in so many ways at UMCLR! 

Finance, building management, set-up, clean-up, coffee hour hosting…to 

name just a few areas that take place because of all of you. I can’t thank 

you enough for what you do simply for the love of God and of the church 

and community.  In this month of giving thanks, I want to say a huge 

“Thank you!” I am also touched by the cards I received during Pastor 

Appreciation Month (October) and the lovely recognition which took 

place from both congregations at the Trinity UMC of Coram Pot Roast 

Dinner on October 29
th

. Thank you to Liza Wright and the SPPRC 

Committee for planning this church’s participation and to those who 

attended.  

 

With blessings and gratitude, 

 

Rev. Karen A. Burger, Pastor 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 



 
 

Ongoing Missions: 
 

 

The Food Pantry  
is open on the  

1st  & 3rd Tuesday  
of the month  

(except holidays) 
from 3:00 – 5:00 pm 
 

 

 
 
 

Support Groups: 
 

Narcotics Anonymous  
Mondays - 7:00 pm  

Thursdays -7:30 p.m. 
in Fellowship Hall 

 
Alcoholics Anonymous 

Tuesdays – 6:30 &  

8:30 p.m. 

Fridays – 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

Please call our  
church office at  

631-588-5856 for 
further information. 
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We need people to bring food of all types, main courses, desserts, 

salads and drinks.  Please sign up in Hertlin Hall.  We can also use 

help serving.  Thank you. 
 

 



 
 

Martha’s Place  
 

Thrift Shop 
 

631-981-9749 
 
 

Hours: 
 

Mondays 
10 am – 2 pm 

 
Tuesdays 

10 am – 2 pm 
 

Fridays 
10 am – 2 pm 

 
Saturdays 

10 am – 2 pm 
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The men of the UMM had a good October breakfast with Pastor Karen as 

a guest along with Pastors Jargal and Duya of the Transformation 

Mongolia Church.  They shared some of their lifestyle from Mongolia 

with us as well as pictures from their homeland. 

 

We finalized our Sauerbraten dinner preparations as well as our 

Christmas dinner at Uncle Joe’s in Lake Grove.  We are also committing 

to keeping in touch with one of our group members who needs some 

connectional phone calls and visits. 

 

Looking forward to our next breakfast with cook, Bill Otto assisted by 

Bill and Rich Wahl. 

 

Dennis Subbiondo 

President UMM 
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These names are offered each month.  It is an opportunity to 
extend to our friends and loved ones the love of Christ on these 
special days, and to express our thanks for the gift of their 
presence in our midst. 
 
If you would like to be on our birthday list, please call the church 
office at (631) 588-5856 and we will gladly add your name. 

 

    3     Troy Drisgula 
   3    Sara Pearl 
   6    William Wahl 

    9    Joyce Guerrero                     
    9    Frankie Teuschler 
    9    Scott Schild 
    11   Tristin Kohout 
    13   Ray Becht 
    13   Ginger Schild 

    17   Helen Morley 
     17  John Stein 
    17   Charles Bornschein 
    18   Shawn Beery 
    23   Christina Otto 
    29   Carol Doukas  
     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

The flowers on the altar are available to purchase each week in 
honor or in memory of loved ones.  Please call the church office 
at 631-588-5856 to make arrangements.  
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WOMEN IN FAITH MINISTRY! 

 

We will meet on November 21 for the Thanksgiving Service  

here at the church. 

(Please bring refreshments to share after the service.) 
 

Dec. 9 -   Cookie Walk fundraiser - PLEASE help by baking cookies!  

 

Dec. 11 - Christmas Gathering !! At the church 7:00 p.m. 

                 Please bring a wrapped gift (joke gift, knick -knack from the   

                Thrift   Shop or white elephant type gift). We will play BINGO            

                 and use those for prizes.  (We will have a sign up for food) 

 

Jan. and Feb. -- no meetings planned at this time..... 

 

SPRING RETREAT WILL BE APRIL 26, 27, 28!!!! 

 

Please turn in a $75 deposit now to save your spot for a weekend on 

Shelter Island - Camp Quinipet. 

 

Thanks,  

 

Tessa Tom and Barb C. 
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Greetings from the Education Work Area, 

 

November is the month we highlight gratitude.  We have many 

things to be thankful for in the education mission of our church. 

We are grateful that we have a loving God who has given us so many 

blessings. Among them is our church family, our volunteers, our 

devoted staff and our wonderful Pastor. 
 

We are grateful that we have the opportunity to work with our 

young members and share our faith. As a church we have the 

opportunity to welcome, nurture and encourage our young people as 

they learn about the Gospel and put their faith into action. 
 

This month I would like to highlight the members of our 

Confirmation class. We had a wonderful Covenant Service on 

October 11th led by Pastor Karen. Parents, sponsors and students 

prayed together and committed themselves to our two year 

program of study and service. We ask you to pray for them as well 

and get to know them as they participate in the many activities we 

all partake in. 
 

Our Confirmands are: Maddie Otto and her sponsor is Heather 

Edwards-Wilson, Maddie Bivona and her sponsor is George Doukas, 

Troy Drisgula and his sponsor is Soon Bowes, and Jillian Rabbitt and 

her sponsor is Debra Schild.  All of our confirmands this year are 

grandchildren of active members in our church.  
 

In addition to study, our class members have been asked to 

participate in the many missions of our church. Our sponsors, 

parents and grandparents will help to facilitate their service 

activities. It is our hope that our young people will find a mission 

that they are interested in pursuing in our church.  
 

We pray that they have a meaningful and inspiring journey as they 

explore their faith and participate in the life of the church. We 

are grateful for them as we count our many blessings! 

 

Sue Preddice 

Education Chair 
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Please notify the church office of any 

telephone number, address or email address                 

changes so that we may update our files.   
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