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Church Office Hours –  
Monday – Thursday  

9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
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Staff 
 

Rev. Dr. Constance Pak,  
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Filomena Thomas, 
Nursery School Director 
 
Cathy Mitchell, 
Administrative Assistant 
 
Dr. Rex Enderlin, 
Choir Director 
 
Heather Edwards-Wilson, 
Youth Choir Director & 
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VISION STATEMENT 
OF THE NY ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 
The New York Annual 
Conference through 
the grace of God 
embodies the 
beloved community 
of hope, building  
up a healthy body  
of Christ, with  
heart-warmed  
United Methodists  
in mission for the 
transformation of the 
world. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
OF THE NY ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE 
We strive to share 
God’s love by 
creating safe places 
where all are 
accepted and 
welcomed, 
connecting the needs 
of people to the 
presence of God, and 
transforming the 
world through Christ. 

 

VISION STATEMENT 
OF THE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
OF LAKE 
RONKONKOMA 

We are the church  
at Five Corners 
spreading the  
“Light of Christ” 
from ourselves to  
the community and 
the world. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lections 
 

 
October 4 

Eighteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

World Communion Day 
 

Exod 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 
Ps 19 (UMH 750) 

Phil 3:4b-14 
Matt 21:33-46 

 

 
 

October 11 
Nineteenth Sunday 

after Pentecost 
 

Exod 32:1-14 
Ps 106:1-6, 19-23 

(UMH 829) 
Phil 4:1-9 

Matt 22:1-14 
 

 
 

October 18 
Twentieth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

Laity Sunday 
 

Exod 33:12-23 
Ps 99 (UMH 819) 
1 Thess 1:1-10 
Matt 22:15-22 

 

 
 

October 25 
Reformation Sunday 

 
Deut 34:1-12 

Ps 90:1-6, 13-17 
(UMH 809) 

1 Thess 2:1-8 
Matt 22:34-46 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

October is Pastor Appreciation Month 

Our beloved Pastor has been extremely busy during the COVID-19 

pandemic.  She has been assisting parishioners and bringing food to 

the Eastern Farm Workers.  She has been part of the team that handled 

the re-opening plan and ensured its adherence to not only the NY State 

guidelines but also guidelines by the Centers for Disease Control and 

the New York Annual Conference.  This was an immense task that the 

Pastor, Debra Schild, Church Council Chairperson and Walter 

Schroeder, Trustee Chairperson had undertaken.  She has been 

working diligently to provide a weekly cyber-service and as of 9/6/20 a 

weekly service in the sanctuary as well.  All of this was being done 

while she was concerned for her ailing and aging Mother who is in a 

care facility.  She is unable to see her Mother even now and telephone 

communication is difficult, as her Mother does not hear very well.   

 
Sometime between August 12th and August 13th, the parsonage was 

broken into and personal items, as well as money, were stolen from the 

Pastor.  Her siblings had given her money to hold for a specific 

purpose and it was a sizable sum.  This cannot be recouped from 

insurance.  As her loving congregation, we may not be able to replace 

all of the money that was stolen but the Staff Pastor Parish Relations 

Committee (SPPRC) members would like to take up a collection.  The 

whole month of October, we will be collecting monetary gifts to show 

our Pastor appreciation that will be presented to her in November.  

Show her your appreciation not only with a monetary gift, but she 

would appreciate a note, a card or an e-mail telling her how much you 

appreciate and care for her.  Please send a check to the Church office 

and put “Pastor Gift” in the memo line of the check or if you are 

attending the Sunday service, you can put it in the basket.  

 

We know you will be generous with your gifts and praise.  If you have 

any questions, please contact Liza Wright 1-631-875-6562 or 

lizawright@optonline.net.  Thank you. 

 

Lovingly,  

SPPRC Members 
 

mailto:lizawright@optonline.net


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Most of us didn't know what to expect at the beginning of 2020 when we 

heard early news briefs about an impeding pandemic. Most couldn't guess 

what it would bring, what it would cost our nation or what it could mean to our 

jobs, our lives, our families and our economy. It remains a scary and an 

unprecedented time in our lives. 
 

This was/is the backdrop to what my family went through when Ilona had a 

"nervous breakdown" (to use an old term) in March. With all your prayers, 

and after three hospitalizations, I can say that she is on the mend. 
 

Mental illness remains scary to so many and when unprecedented behavior 

is displayed, we feel fear and anxiety towards the person. For any of you that 

felt that way, it's understandable. Let me assure you that someday (if we ever 

get back to normal worship in church), you'll see the same Ilona Torraca who 

successfully led the UMW for two years. 
 

Thank you for your prayers, phone calls, cards and pastor's meals to sustain 

me. Without them I would not be as well as I am (questionable some might 

say  ). My church family has been my stabilizing force, my north star 

through many trials and tribulations and I thank each and every one of you for 

bringing God's light and love into my life. 
 

Stay well so we can all be together again at coffee hour. 
 

Eileen Torraca 
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Right in line with the season, here are 10 
No-Bake Allrecipes Pumpkin Desserts to 
Enjoy This Fall -   
 
https://www.allrecipes.com/gallery/no-bake-pumpkin-
desserts/?utm_source=emailshare&utm_medium=email&utm_
campaign=email-share-gallery&utm_content=20200929 
 
 

 

Our pumpkin delivery date has been rescheduled. 
New date will be announced soon. 

Sales through 11/1 - - - Sign up now to help sell! 
 

 

https://www.allrecipes.com/gallery/no-bake-pumpkin-desserts/?utm_source=emailshare&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=email-share-gallery&utm_content=20200929
https://www.allrecipes.com/gallery/no-bake-pumpkin-desserts/?utm_source=emailshare&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=email-share-gallery&utm_content=20200929
https://www.allrecipes.com/gallery/no-bake-pumpkin-desserts/?utm_source=emailshare&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=email-share-gallery&utm_content=20200929
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4EAEAC2AABFCC25-pumpkin


 
 
 

Martha’s Place 
Thrift Shop 

 
631-981-9749 

 
 

Hours: 
 

Fridays 
10 am – 1 pm 

 
Saturdays 

10 am – 1 pm 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Martha’s Place Thrift Shop 
 

 

Our shop is still open on Fridays and Saturdays only, but we are 

looking forward to opening Mondays and Tuesdays soon, we 

hope. 
 

We have been slammed with donations so we are asking our congregants and others 

to hold donations for the next few weeks.  We will be able to take them once again 

on October the 16
th

 and 17
th

.  We hope this won’t be a problem for you, but our 

volunteers have been overworked recently and I want to keep them!! 
 

A special thank you to our nurse, Helen Morley, who 

asks the Covid questions and keeps good contract 

tracing records. 
 

In God’s service, 

Marilee Drisgula and all volunteers 
 

 
 

We have a received a donation of this special 

baby formula.  Please contact the church office at 

631-588-5856 if you have a need for this product. 
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

These names are offered each month.  It is an 
opportunity to extend to our friends and loved 
ones the love of Christ on these special days 
and to express our thanks for the gift of their 
presence in our midst. 

 
If you would like to be on our birthday list, please call the church office at 
(631) 588-5856 and we will gladly add your name. 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Join the Book Group!  They will be meeting on 

Monday, November 9 at 7:00 p.m.  The next 

title that will be read is “Saving Amelie” by 

Cathy Gohlke. All are welcome. 
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Greetings from the Education Work Area!  
 

We encourage everyone to watch the cyber service that has been provided for us 

throughout these challenging times. Each Sunday the Children’s Message invites 

family conversation about the lesson of the day. Many times it coordinates with the 

Scripture and Sermon for that Sunday. We are all anxious to get back together but 

must be patient and continue to do what is best for our safety. We will be running our 

programs virtually at least until January and then decide what the best plan is after 

that.  
 

I would like to thank all involved in the cyber service for keeping us connected and 

uplifting our spirits. I would then like to thank those that have kept our children’s 

programs going. Thank you, Heather Edwards-Wilson, for putting together beautiful 

anthems featuring our children’s choir during the cyber service. They will also meet 

in the sanctuary to play instruments while social distancing this fall. If you have a 

child that is choir age, elementary through middle school, please contact the church 

office for details on how to join. Tammy Edwards-Wilson has called the Sunday 

school church families and is forming a plan with our teachers to begin Zoom 

instruction on the first Sunday of October at 11:00 A.M. for our elementary school 

children.  Please contact the church office for more info if you have not spoken to 

Tammy.  
 

Alyssa Schoenemann has moved to Germany. We would like to wish her well on her 

new adventure. The best way would be to make sure all of our secondary students 

show up for her secondary Sunday school class via Skype at 1:00 P.M. on Sunday 

afternoons. Yes, she would like to continue her class. It will be a wonderful 

opportunity for our students. We are so very grateful for her service to our UMC as 

past education chairman, children’s message speaker and wonderful teacher. We will 

miss her being here but are most grateful that she will continue to teach and stay in 

touch.  
 

Rich Tom will be teaching our confirmation class via Zoom and has contacted the 

students to make plans for the class to get started. Diane Hansen will help coordinate 

the program as we look forward to confirming more students this spring. Thank you 

to our leaders and teachers for your commitment to help guide our young people in 

their faith journey. 
 

We are always looking for more participants. We can only contact those that have 

previously registered at this point. If your contact information has changed or you 

have not been contacted and would like to participate, please call the church office 

and let us know.   
 

Please pray for all of our children, their families, and their teachers as they return to 

school in these very uncertain times. We pray that they can learn and grow in a 

healthy and safe environment. 
 

Sue Preddice  

Education Committee Chairperson 
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We are grateful!! 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

To my wonderful church family: 
 

I would like to mention something that I was never aware of. In any and all courts, when 

asked “Is this the truth and whole truth...” so help me God has been eliminated by act of 

Congress.  First prayer was removed from our schools.  The Ten Commandments removed 

from buildings. Now God has been removed from our courts.  This is only the beginning.  

What other areas of our government is this happening?  
 

Let us not be “silent Christians”.  And – please – vote! “Vote your faith!” 
 

God Bless, 

Georgene Clark 
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