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VISION STATEMENT OF THE NY ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

THE NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE THROUGH THE GRACE OF GOD EMBODIES THE 
BELOVED COMMUNITY OF HOPE, BUILDING UP A HEALTHY BODY OF CHRIST, WITH HEART-

WARMED UNITED METHODISTS IN MISSION FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD. 
 

VISION STATEMENT OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF LAKE RONKONKOMA 
WE ARE THE CHURCH AT FIVE CORNERS SPREADING THE “LIGHT OF CHRIST” 

FROM OURSELVES TO THE COMMUNITY AND THE WORLD. 

 

 

From the Pastor     

By the time you read this letter, summer is almost over.  Are you ready for 

the kick-off again?  Our children will be returning to school and Sunday 

School, and the tardiness of the summer will be picking up the speed soon.  

I hope that you are looking forward to going back to your normal routine. 

As we open the new chapter of the fall season of 2015, what kind of mindset and attitude 

should we have?  I’ve thought about it …. and, the 3Rs came to my mind:  Reflection, 

Repentance, Relationship. 

First of all, I’d like our church to focus on “Reflection” individually and collectively.  

Without self-reflection and self-evaluation, we tend to forget who we are and whose we 

are.  A healthy self-image and self-identity come from constant reflection.  The same thing 

happens to the church.  As the body of Christ which consists of Jesus’ disciples, we also 

need to reflect and remind ourselves that primarily we are here to do God’s ministry. 

And then, we should have time to “Repent.”  Did we do our best to serve the Lord?  Did 

we practice the “Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors” policy?  Have we continually 

checked our soul by “Doing No Harm, Doing Good, Staying in Love with God?”  Have we 

done things in the way we are supposed to do?  Have we accepted others who are different 

from us without prejudice?  We should accept each other as we are and respect one 

another.  If not, we should sincerely repent and humbly ask for God’s forgiveness and 

mercy.  Let’s not repeat the same mistakes over and over.  If there are matters we need to 

change, eliminate or take down, let’s act immediately and resolutely.  

And, I emphasize to keep the good, healthy Relationships with God and with each other.  

No doubt that we all are busy, but we should intentionally carve out our time to read the 

Scriptures and converse with God through prayers and meditations.  Join the Bible Studies 

and prayer groups in this fall season.  Be more mindful of deepening your faith.  When we 

habitually listen to God’s small voice in our daily devotions, we can see the world with 

different perspectives in God’s visions.  When we do so, we can also truly accept one 

another and care for each other.  Then, as the Apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 16:20, we 

can truly “greet each other with a holy kiss.”  I believe that “holy kiss” Paul demanded was 



the symbol of a new kind of community where lives are lived in a new kind of 

relationship, a relationship wherein Christ is all in all.   

Be in genuine, Christ-directed relationship with all those around us.  We are to respect 

those who are before us.  We are responsible for our actions to these others.  We are in 

relationship to these others.  There are, in fact, no “others,” for this is the Body of Christ 

and we are the gospel incarnate.  And, we are one in Christ!   I envision our church to be 

more pro-active in building the Kingdom of God on earth, particularly, in our community, 

in such a time as this.    

 

As we launch the new season, “May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you!”  Amen! 

 

Faithfully in Christ, 

Pastor Constance  
 

 

 
 

 

Mission and Evangelism 
 

 
 

The Ronkonkoma Street Fair –  
Sunday, Sept. 6, 2015, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

We will be manning a table to encourage members of the 
community to worship at our church.  Anyone who would like to 
assist in this mission, feel free to show up.  Our booth is located 
outside the Ronkonkoma Historical Society on Hawkins Avenue.  
There are handouts for us to distribute to the public.  This will be 
an easy outing; all that is needed is a smile and a warm heart. 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE – October 24, 2015, 5:30 PM 
 

Join your church family for "THE FOUR S's....Soup, Salad, Sandwich and Song".  
More information to follow.  This will be a Free Will Offering event. 
 

Helen Morley 

Chairperson, Mission & Evangelism Committee 



 

Sunday School will begin on 
September 6th!!! 

 

 

                          Regular Church Office hours  

                     will start on Tuesday, September 8th.   

                     The Office will be open  

                     Monday through Thursday,  

                     9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 

 

Disciple Bible Study led by Rich Wahl 

will return on Thursday, September 10
th
 

at 7:30 p.m.  This course will meet for 

13 weeks.  Be sure to mark your 

calendars for this well-loved program! 
 

 
 

Our Charge Conference date has been announced! 
It will be held on Wednesday, October 7th in our Sanctuary. 

Please be sure to mark your calendars. 
 

Note to Committee Chairs – Charge Conference Reports will be due in 
the church office no later than September 17th.  Please be sure to include 
in your report all activities completed as well as your plans to the end 
of the year.  Thank you for your timely reports. 



 



 
 



The Youth Choirs will begin practice on 
Wednesday, September 9th! 

 
Wesley Choir (6th – 12th grade) at 5:30 p.m. 
Chapel Choir (K – 5th grade) at 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 
 

************CONCERT*****SAVE THE DATE!!*********** 
 

"An Evening with Miles to Dayton" 
 

Come experience their beautiful harmonious music in our Sanctuary 

on Friday, October 16th at 7:30 p.m.  Band members consist of Jon and 

Krista Preddice, Leanne Preddice Strom, Alisa Preddice Rabbitt, Dave 

March and Brian Kroll.  Tickets will be on sale in advance ($15) and 

at the door.  Bring your friends and family for a wonderful night. 



 
Baptisms 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Aliyah Grace Duong – July 12, 2015                   Emily Vi Teuschler – July 19, 2015 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scarlett Anne Cartier – August 9, 2015 

 
 
 

Happy 80th Birthday  
 

to 
 

Barbara Meyers! 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

The United Methodist Women have a very busy schedule for the fall planned.  We 
hope you can join in the fun. 
 
On October 10, the UMW will be holding a yard sale at the home of Eileen Torraca, 
206 Holbrook Road, Holbrook.  We will have many collectible items, including dolls, 
prints, tabletop, vintage linens, china and porcelain items, and Easter, Christmas, 
Halloween and Fall decorations.  Too many items to describe -- something for 
everyone.  We welcome donations of your own items that are yard sale worthy.  
Please bring them to Eileen’s home the morning of the event. 
 
We are also attending a half-day retreat on November 21, at 9:30-12:30 at the 
Congregational Church of Patchogue, sponsored by the PRC.  Maybe this will help to 
keep us all focused as we travel through a season heavy with distractions of all sorts.  
We will most likely car pool from the church, and return to a lunch.  A spiritual kick-
off to the holiday season.  The event is described below: 
 
Waiting for Light:  An Advent Retreat 
November 21, 2015, 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM 
The Congregational Church of Patchogue 
Leader: Debbie Kolacki 
In Isaiah 9:2 we read that “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.” 

During the season of Advent we wait for that light to come into our own lives. Join us for 

a morning retreat as we prepare our hearts to receive the light of Christ through prayer, 

music, art, and other spiritual practices. We will also learn how to create our own sacred 

space at home as we wait in hope for God’s light. 
There is no charge for this event but we do ask that you register by November 19 so 

that we may have adequate supplies on hand. A free will offering will be taken. 

 

Please let me know if you are interested in attending.  (phone # 656-9678) 
 
Our next meeting will be on September 14 at 7 in Hertlin Hall.  Pastor Pak will 
provide a program regarding her trip to Eastern Europe.  Please come and join the 
fellowship.  Refreshments will be served! 
 
Catherine Carlson 
UMW President 



 



 
Thank you to Laura & Joel Delaosa for cleaning up and weeding 

the front flower bed for the BBQ occasion!  The entrance looks lovely!   



Financial “Notes” 
 

A Request & 

An Opportunity 
 

THE REQUEST:  Now that vacation time is once again 

interfering with our regular attendance at the Lake 

Ronkonkoma UMC, we strongly urge you to attend services 

wherever you may be and to remember your “home church” by 

filling your stewardship envelopes and sending them to the 

church office or setting them aside to bring in and “catch-up” 

when you and your family are back.  Summer is a hard time for 

the church financially and we really need everyone to help by 

continuing to give what they can. 
 

THE OPPORTUNITY:  The Finance Committee is looking 

for help.  Starting in September, we will need a “Recorder” to 

keep track of each member’s contributions during the year 

[for Income Tax Records].  This is a great opportunity for 

someone to “get their feet wet”.  We would love to see 

someone “new” get involved on a path to greater servanthood.  

The job simply consists of recording the amounts on the envelopes each week [usually 

about 60] onto the same numbered pages.  I’m told that it takes less than an hour.  It can 

be done once a week or even once a month.  For more information, talk to Ron or Angel. 
 

       Yours in Christ, 

       Ray Becht 

       Finance Chairperson 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The UMM will have a Breakfast Meeting on  
Sunday, September 27th at 8:00 a.m. at the church.   

All men are welcome to attend. 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Beauty is all around us! 
(Thank you to Warren Ferry for sharing this lovely photo.) 

 
 

MARTHA'S PLACE THRIFT SHOP 
 

SEPTEMBER IS ALREADY HERE!  WE HAVE BEEN BUSY 
OPENING BOXES OF CLOTHES THAT ARE FULL OF 
AUTUMN AND WINTER CLOTHING.  BUT IT IS HARD TO 
HANG UP THE REAL HEAVY CLOTHING WHEN IT IS 90 
DEGREES OUTSIDE, SO WE HAVE BEEN SELECTIVELY 
HANGING THE IN-BETWEEN CLOTHING INSTEAD, AT 
PRESENT.  WE'LL GET TO THE HEAVIER ITEMS IN MID- 
SEPTEMBER. 

 

THIS HAS BEEN A TOUGH FEW MONTHS WITH PEOPLE 
ON VACATIONS AND ONE WONDERFUL VOLUNTEER 
WHO CAN'T WORK WITH US ANY LONGER.  MILLIE IS 
ALREADY MISSED GREATLY AND WE WISH HER LOVE 
AND SUPPORT WHILE SHE BATTLES HER ILLNESS!!!! 
 

BECAUSE MILLIE WORKED AT THE DESK FRIDAYS WE 
ARE IN DESPERATE NEED FOR 1 OR 2 VOLUNTEERS TO 
SHARE THE FRIDAYS.  PLEASE SEARCH YOUR HEARTS 
TO HELP THE SHOP CONTINUE WITH FEWER VOLUNTEERS. 
 

OUR HOURS ARE:  MONDAY, TUESDAY, FRIDAY and SATURDAY FROM 10 
A.M. TO 2 P.M. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR YOUR THRIFT SHOP.  
WE ARE EVER GRATEFUL FOR ALL YOUR DONATIONS OVER THE YEARS. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Marilee Drisgula and all volunteers 



 

Be sure to mark your calendars for our 

Pumpkin Delivery Day  

on Saturday, October 3rd at 9:00 AM. 

 

 
 

Join us for Game Night on  

Friday, September 18th at 7:00 p.m. 

Bring your favorite game or  

play one brought by others. 

All adults are welcome to attend. 
 

 

Be sure to like us on Facebook!  
www.facebook.com/UMCLR 

http://www.facebook.com/UMCLR


 

 September Birthdays  

   These names are offered each month as an opportunity to  
       extend to our friends and loved ones the love of Christ on  
       these special days and to express our thanks for the gift of  
      their presence in our midst. 
 
       If you would like to be on our birthday list, call the church  
       office at 588-5856 and we will gladly add your name.  
 

1 Kyle Pearl 

6 Christopher Otto 

7 Lori Siebert 

11 Matthew Brady 

13 Andrew Sinclair 

14 Max Carroll 

17 Chip Almonaitis 

17 Melissa Lipani 

19 Mike McElhone 

22 Paul Smith 

24 Mildred Falce 

24 Bruce Smith 

29 Patrick Napolitano 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Articles for the  

October Good News  

are due in the church office  

no later than September 15th.  
 

 

 





Looking Ahead to Coming Events... 
October 3  Pumpkin Delivery Day   9:00 AM 

October 7  Charge Conference    8:00 PM 

October 10 UMW Tag Sale at Eileen Torraca’s  9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

October 16 Miles to Dayton Concert   7:30 PM 

October 18 Laity Sunday     10:00 AM 

October 21 Confirmation Covenant Service 7:30 PM 

Oct. 23 – 25 Youth Retreat at Quinipet 

October 24 Soup, Salad & Song Dinner  5:00 PM 

November 7 Sauerbraten Dinner    6:00 PM 

November 14 Youth Alive 2015  6:30 PM @ Farmingdale UMC 

November 20 Game Night     7:00 PM 

November 21 Waiting for Light Advent Retreat at Congregational 
Church of Patchogue  9:30 AM – 12:30 PM 

November 22 Thanksgiving Sunday, Youth Sunday 
   Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Dedication 10:00 AM 

November 24 Pre-Thanksgiving Ecumenical  
   Service at St. Mary’s Church  7:30 PM 

December 4 UMW Christmas Party (Location TBA) 6:00 PM 

December 5 LI Flute Club Holiday Concert  3:00 PM 

December 13 Christmas Cantata    10:00 AM 
   UMW Christmas Cookie & Gift Sale 
   Blue Christmas Service   4:00 PM 

December 16 Christmas Caroling 
December 18 Game Night     7:30 PM 
December 20 Christmas Pageant    10:00 AM 





 


