
  

 

 

 
Good News  

SEPTEMBER 2018  

United Methodist Church 
of Lake Ronkonkoma 

792 Hawkins Avenue 
Lake Grove, NY 11755 

 

631-588-5856 
 

www.umclr.com 
 

Church Office Hours –  
Monday – Thursday  

9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
 

Nursery School – 
631-467-9601 

 
Thrift Shop – 
631-981-9749 

 
 
 

Staff 
 

Rev. Dr. Constance Pak,  
Pastor 
 
Filomena Thomas, 
Nursery School Director 
 
Cathy Mitchell, 
Administrative Assistant 
 
Dr. Rex Enderlin, 
Choir Director 
 
Heather Edwards-Wilson, 
Youth Choir Director & 
Organist 
 
 
 

 

Be sure to invite your family, friends, 

neighbors and co-workers to our 

Grand Fall Auction!!! 

 



 

 

 

VISION STATEMENT 
OF THE NY ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 
The New York Annual 
Conference through 
the grace of God 
embodies the 
beloved community 
of hope, building  
up a healthy body  
of Christ, with  
heart-warmed  
United Methodists  
in mission for the 
transformation of the 
world. 

 

 

 

VISION STATEMENT 
OF THE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
OF LAKE 
RONKONKOMA 

We are the church  
at Five Corners 
spreading the  
“Light of Christ” 
from ourselves to  
the community and 
the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

Game Night! 
All adults are welcome to join us 

for Game Night on 

Friday, September 21
st
 

at 7:00 PM at church. 

Enjoy a night out filled with 

             fun and fellowship! 

 

Disciple Bible Study, led by Richard Wahl, 

is returning!   

Book distribution will be Thursday, 

September 6 at 7:30 p.m. Books will also be 

available at church after service on Sunday, September 9.  

The study meetings will begin on Thursday, September 13 at 

7:30 p.m. and meet each Thursday thereafter, except 

Thanksgiving, through December 13th. 

Be sure to join us for this well-loved program! 

 

 

Dear Church Family, 

 

We appreciate all the prayers and concerns during this difficult 

time.  We know that Cheryl loved and cared for everyone in the 

church and enjoyed all the fellowship and activities here. 

 

Thank you for everything you have done. 

 

Charlie and Lisa Pyne 

 

 
 

 



 

Lections 
 

September 2 
Fifteenth Sunday  
After Pentecost 

 

Song of Sol. 2:8-13 
Ps. 45:1-2, 6-9 or  
Ps. 72  (UMH 795) 

James 1:17-27 
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 

 21-23 

 
September 9 

Sixteenth Sunday  
After Pentecost 

Grandparents’ Day 
 

Prov. 22:1-2, 8-9,  
22-23 

Ps. 125 or Ps. 124 
(UMH 846) 

James 2:1-10, (11-13) 
14-17 

Mark 7:24-37 

 
September 16 

Seventeenth Sunday  
After Pentecost 

 

Prov. 1:20-33 
Ps. 19 (UMH 750) 

James 3:1-12 
Mark 8:27-38 

 
September 23 

Eighteenth Sunday 
After Pentecost 

 

Prov. 31:10-31 
Ps. 1 (UMH 738) 

James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 
Mark 9:30-37 

 
September 30 

Nineteenth Sunday 
After Pentecost 

 

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 
9:20-22 

Ps. 124 (UMH 846) 
James 5:13-20 
Mark 9:38-50 

  



Martha’s Place 
Thrift Shop 

 
631-981-9749 

 
 

Hours: 
 

Mondays  
10am – 2pm 

 
Tuesdays 

10am – 2pm 
 

Fridays 
10am – 2pm 

 
Saturdays 

10am – 2pm 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARTHA’S PLACE THRIFT SHOP 
We hope your summer was a fun one and you 
are now ready to get back to a routine.  The 
shop has been busy all summer.  We didn't see 
too many of our congregants but we had some 
wonderful sales from people in our community.  
Without your donations we wouldn't have too 
many sales, so thank you for your continued 
donations to your Thrift Shop!!! 

 

To let you know, summer clothing is on half price and we have been 
busy putting out new used clothing to entice you to come in and 
shop.  Of course we have many other items besides clothing; we 
have jewelry, dishes of all types, kitchen items, shoes, purses, 
curtains, bedding, and coming up soon will be Halloween Costumes 
and then Thanksgiving items and Christmas items later. 
 

A special thank you to Jill Holmes for giving her time on Tuesdays to 
volunteer at the shop. 
 

In GOD’S service, 
Marilee Drisgula and all volunteers 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

These names are offered each month as an opportunity to extend to our 
friends and loved ones the love of Christ on these special days and to 

express our thanks for the gift of their presence in our midst. 
 

If you would like to be on our birthday list, call the church office  
at (631) 588-5856 and we will gladly add your name. 

 

1  Kyle Pearl 

6 Christopher Otto 

7 Lori Siebert 

11 Matthew Brady 

12 Madeleine Otto 

13 Andrew Sinclair 

14 Max Carroll 

17 Chip Almonaitis 

19 Mike McElhone 

22 Paul Smith 

24 Bruce Smith 

29  Patrick Napolitano 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TWO ADULT SPIRITUAL STUDY 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FALL 2018 
 

I am trying to see if there is interest in a daytime spiritual study 

on Tuesdays from either 10 A.M.-12 P.M. or 1-3 P.M. beginning at 

the end of September and running through Advent.  There is a book 

called Ten Evenings with God by Ilia Delio that I plan to use.  Each 

week you will read a chapter and there are discussion questions at 

the end that we will talk about in the group. 
 

I would also be willing to come in early on Wednesday evenings to 

facilitate discussions with parents who bring their children to the 

Wednesday programs and choirs.  We could discuss the weekly 

scripture from the lectionary and/or everyday questions, topics and 

concerns about our spiritual journey together.  It would just be 

very informal and you could attend as you are able. 
 

I will have a sign-up sheet coming soon, but I’d like to know if there 

is interest in these programs.  You could call the church office at 

631-588-5856 or e-mail me personally at sjjanana@gmail.com 
 

Blessings, 

Marilyn Becht - Certified Spiritual Director and Lay Speaker 

 
 

Thank you again, church family, for assisting the Pyne 

Family during this difficult time. 

 

Charlie Pyne’s address is: 
 

South Point Plaza Nursing Home 

1 Long Beach Road 

Island Park, NY 11588 

516-432-0300 or cell# 516-255-7045 

 

Lisa Pyne – cell# 631-388-9843 

mailto:sjjanana@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please mark your calendars! 

Our Charge Conference will be held on 

Saturday, November 17th at 10:00 AM. 

Venue to be determined. 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                  Program registration for  

                the 2018/2019  school year has begun.   

                   Don’t forget to sign up! 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UMW NEWS 

To All Church Ladies, 

WOW!  The summer flew right by!  Hope you all enjoyed your summer and stayed 

busy doing your favorite activities.  As most of you know, I’m working on my Ph.D., 

so I spent my summer in the books and conducting research.  I love conducting 

research, so I had fun!  I started swimming again at the YMCA and attended the 

Victorian Tea for the Lake Ronkonkoma Historical Society. This is an annual 

tradition for myself and my sister-in-law, Genève.  

Meeting Updates  

In July, the UMW worked on an activity called the “Graffiti Wall”.  Our theme was, 

“What Does Faith Mean To Me?”  Everyone enjoyed it!  Our artwork is displayed 

along the top of the windows in Hertlin Hall. 

In August, we had a super fun time!  Miriam Rodriguez and Dorothy Schiavone led 

our activity to focus on high school memories.  Everyone enjoyed sharing their 

favorite or not-so-favorite memories.  We learned lots about each other. 

All summer we have been reading the book Land of Silence by Tessa Afshar.  So, for 

our September 10
th

 meeting, we will be having a book discussion led by Lisa Larsen 

Hill.  All are welcome, regardless of whether you read the book or not. 
 

Socratic Wisdom and the Lesson to Be Learned 

Keep this in mind the next time you either hear or are about to repeat a rumor! 

In ancient Greece (469-399 BC), Socrates was well known for his wisdom.  One day the 

great philosopher came upon an acquaintance who said excitedly, “Socrates, do you know 

what I just heard about one of your students?” 

“Wait a moment,” Socrates replied.  “Before telling me anything I’d like you to pass a little 

test.  It’s called the “Triple Filter Test”. 

“Triple filter?” 

“That’s right,” Socrates continued.  “Before you talk to me about my student, it might be a 

good idea to take a moment and filter what you’re going to say.  The first filter is Truth.  

Have you made absolutely sure that what you are about to tell me is true?” 

“No”, the man said. “Actually, I just heard about it and ……” 

“All right,” said Socrates.  “So you don’t really know if it’s true or not.  Now let’s try the 

second filter.  The filter of Goodness.  Is what you are about to tell me about my student 

something good?” 

“No, on the contrary…..” 

“So,” Socrates continued.  “You want to tell me something bad about him, but you’re not 

certain it’s true.  You may still pass the test though, because there’s one filter left: the filter 

of Usefulness.  Is what you want to tell me about my student going to be useful to me?” 

“No, not really.” 

“Well,” concluded Socrates.  “If what you want to tell me is neither true nor good nor even 

useful, why tell it to me at all?” 

This is the reason Socrates was a great philosopher and held in such high esteem. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

Ilona Torraca 

UMW President 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Jim Pennise was welcomed 

as a new member on 

Sunday, August 12. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Save the date! 

The Long Island reSound Bell Choir  
will be performing on  

Sunday, September 16 at 1:00 p.m.  

in our Sanctuary. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Greetings from your Church Historian! 
 

I am currently looking for old photos of our 

church, members, organizations and special events.  

If you have any items you would like to share, 

please contact Cathy at (631) 588-5856 or email 

them to umclr@verizon.net. 

 

I am also looking for photos and/or names of church or family 

members who have served in our country’s military services.  This 

information will be kept in our church archives and used in a poster 

to be issued by 11/11/18.  All photos and information will be scanned 

and returned to sender. 

 

Any historical info regarding our church would be greatly 

appreciated. 

 

Walter Schroeder 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Memorial gifts have been given in memory of 
Ron Drisgula from Susan Sprague and the  

 Judy Marek Family. 
 

A memorial gift has been given in memory of 
Leo Coniglio from the Judy Marek Family. 

 
 

Nominating/Leadership Committee 
 

The committee received the resignation of Richard Wahl as Council 

Chairman on July 1.  We appreciate his time of service and the fact that 

he volunteered to fill the vacancy last year.  Dennis Subbiondo, former 

Chair, has agreed to complete this year. 

 

We need persons in leadership roles and as committee members.  This 

committee (Nom/Leadership) is in need of two members starting January 

2019.  We meet Mondays at 2:30 about six times a year.  Please speak to 

the pastor and volunteer for the committee that best suits your gifts.  

Training is available on the local and district level. 

 

Diane Hatton has been serving as the interim Treasurer since Ron 

Drisgula's illness and passing.  Her dedication and expert knowledge is 

immeasurable.  She prefers the assistant position, as she held will Ron, 

and one she will return to as Wendy Duffy has agreed to take on the 

position of Treasurer.  Help is needed here as Wendy has also taken on 

the position of Youth Coordinator.  Please speak to the pastor about how 

your gifts could be used to share the responsibilities. 

 

Next month we will be starting a "Wish List" for the needs of the church 

and Nursery School (i.e. toilet for the children and a railing on the back 

door to the driveway). We're hoping you will be drawn to a specific need 

and cover the whole or portion of the expense.  Thank you in advance!  
 



 
 

Ongoing Mission: 
 

Loaves & Fishes  
Soup Kitchen of the 

UMCLR is open 
Tuesdays and 

Thursdays at 4:45 pm 
in Fellowship Hall 

 

 
 
 

Support Groups: 
 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Mondays at 7:00 pm in 

Fellowship Hall 

 
Alcoholics 
Anonymous 

Tuesdays at 6:30pm 
and 8:30 pm, and 

Fridays at 8:00 pm in 
Fellowship Hall 

 
COPE  

Connecting Our  
Paths Eternally  
(A grief and healing 

organization dedicated to 
helping parents and  
families living with  
the loss of a child.) 

Fourth Friday of the 
month at 7:00 pm  

in the Library  
 
 
 
 

Please call our  
church office at  
631-588-5856 for 

further information. 
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